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Recruiting now for our
Lay Pastoral Ministry & Leadership Formation
Programme - Sept 2024 - Dec 2026
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The Call of Pope Francis
Evangelii Gaudium, 102

Pope Francis challenges us to provide
the required formation for lay people
to assume responsibilities in our
Church: “Lay people are, put simply, the
vast majority of the people of God.
There has been a growing awareness of
the identity and mission of the laity

in the Church. At the same time, a clear awareness of this responsibility of the laity,
grounded in their baptism and confirmation, does not appear in the same way in all
places. In some cases, it is because lay persons have not been given the formation
needed to take on important responsibilities.”

What does the Lay Pastoral Ministry Programme entail?

The Lay Pastoral Ministry Programme
was designed and developed as an
initiative across a number of dioceses
in the Southern Province (Limerick,
Killaloe, Cashel & Emly, and Kerry) in
association with the Irish Institute for
Pastoral Studies at MIC Thurles. It
provides a grounding and training for
those who are interested in
volunteering as lay pastoral workers at
parish and/or pastoral unit level.

The programme is practical and
theoretical, and is grounded in pastoral
theology and spirituality. It runs for 28
months. The programme typically runs
one weekend per month (Friday
evening and all-day Saturday for 8
months per annum).

After an initial four month period of
discernment, the candidate can enrol in
a 2-year Certificate in Pastoral Ministry
delivered and accredited by Mary
Immaculate College.

"Scrilp*ure has become alive for mel [+
has given me the confidence fo trust in

my Taith. | feel a renewed commitment

fo my Church and its *eaching."

Ann Mulcahy, Mungret/Raheen/Crecora.
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"FOI" me, Hye rogramme gave me
conﬁa/ence fopengage n %le*h

conversations. Jameg Connery, Kilmallock.

"A soft introduction to Theo/ogy.'
Ann 0'Dea, Kildimo/Pallagkenry



Formation includes:
Prayer and Spirituality:
Spiritual accompaniment and days
of recollection and reflection.
Pastoral Formation:
Ministry training & 2 practical
pastoral placements.
Personal Development:
Mentoring and personal growth.
Study: Certificate in Pastoral Ministry
Level 6, 36 Credits, over a 2-year
period). Fees are shared 3 ways
between the student, their parish / O
pastoral unit and the Diocese (€2.5k
over 2.5 years; €833 for each party).
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La Pas*om/ minisfrg is the
embodiment of faith in ac*ion, where
comlpassion and service meet the
needs of the communi*y, creating a
bridge between the sacred and ﬂle

ever ﬂd‘”ﬂ' " David Walsh, Kilfinane.

00

1+ was a very rich experience of
wi*nessing the Slnirﬁ of God increasing in
each one of our group, as we came foa
better understanding of how God moves in
us, and this he/lped eve/o,u s/pecia/
friendships in our group, all enriched b_lj
the grace of God’

Katﬁg 0'Riordan, Donoughmore/Knockea/Roxboro




| am interested, what do | need to do?

« Speak to your local Priest and Moderator “
to seek their support and endorsement.

| li lication f :
Complete an online application form at The LPM programme gave me the skills

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LPM_application fools and confidence to carry out the

. Attend an information session during our  definite service that God created me for.”

Diocesan Assembly on 2 |st of September, Pat. Higgine, Athea.
Castletroy Park Hotel, 10am to Ipm..

MH exlnerience of the La_zj Pastoral
Ministr Pro_gramme was rewardin_q both
spiri*ua?/y and socia//y, and it enhanced
my self deve/olpmenf'

Mary 0Reilly Glynn, OLHOC Milford.
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The LPM programme equiplpea/ me with
a broad exposure fo both the *heory and
the Inracﬁce of Fas*om/ minis*ry, and
has sup orted me in o/iscerning my

Iparﬁcu ar fms*om/ minis*ry ca//mg.

Pauline Maher, St Paul's.
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T feel spiri*ua//y and emoﬁona//y revived
hav[n_q Ibarﬁcilpﬁec/ in this s*imu/aﬁng,

SMPPOF*[V@ Iprogramme,

Con Buckley, St Munchin's/St Lelia's

66

| got o know God more, and grow closer
fo Him *hrough the studies and
discernment the Lay Pastoral Minis*ry

Progmmme Iprovia/es,

Michael Burke, Ackeaton.

‘Sending Forth’ Limerick Class of 2020-23



