Diocese appeals for more professionals to volunteer for school boards of management

Church moving away from model of priest as chairperson

The Diocese of Limerick has today, Friday, June 3rd, appealed to lay professionals to step forward and volunteer for school boards of management as seats become available with the number of priests on the boards quickly phasing out.

The lay director of the diocese’s Education Office Ms Fiona Shanley said that the perception that clergy control schools is very much misguided as just 50% of the diocese’s 108 schools today have clergy as chairpersons of their board of management and 24% do not even have any clergy member on the board. 

“Essentially we want and need more professionals to become members because Boards of Management have an absolutely critical role as they, quite simply, make the key decisions for the overall management of the school. And given that a school is a de facto stand-alone business, you need specific skills on the board, including in the areas of finance, human resources, legal and education of course. We have a shortage of these skills at present.
“There’s a multitude of people out there with these skills, certainly enough in every parish, to bring this type of expertise to each board of management. Schools are a central pillar in any community and we are appealing to the spirit of volunteerism that has traditionally typified Irish society and asking people with these skills to take up these important roles.  From a religious point of view, the church would only ask that they support the catholic ethos.”

All two-plus teacher schools have eight board members. Two are drawn from the teaching body, two more are parents, two are nominated by the community and the final two nominated by the diocese, including the chairperson. Boards typically meet between five and eight times annually.
“The make-up of boards of management is changing, with more and more having lay chairpersons and, in many cases, not having any clergy members at all. The Church is moving away from the traditional model of the local parish priest or curate automatically being the chairperson for a number of reasons. One is that the Church believes that the more lay people on the boards the better and there is also the issue of time as some priests are members of more than one board. 

“The main reason, however, is that it wants to see more people with specific skills coming forward because in many cases boards do not have these key skills and people are left to make often very pivotal decisions without having the professional expertise to do so. 

“It is a very fulfilling role because, given that the school is one of the entities that defines a community, the better it is run, the better it will be for the community, particularly children attending there.”

An information evening on how 'Primary Schools are Managed' will be given at the Limerick Education Centre, Marshal House, Dooradoyle (opposite Crescent College) at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday, June 15th, as part of the Limerick Lifelong Learning Festival 2011. 
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