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Opening Prayer 
As we return from the summer, we gather to begin again.
And we begin, as we always begin: In the name of the 
Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen
 
Lighting of the Candle 
It is useful to have a simple large candle that forms the centrepiece of 
any PPC meeting – Christ, the light of the world, is always at the centre of our work. 
to have a fresh candle for the year ahead.
We set fire to the wick of this candle, making it 
disciples of Jesus, the light of the 
Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading (Isaiah 49
Coasts and islands, listen to me, pay attention, distant people
Yahweh called me when I was in the womb, before my birth he had pronounced my name
 He made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hid me in the shadow of his hand. 
He made me into a sharpened arrow and concealed me in his quiver.
He said to me, 'Israel, you are my servant, through whom I shall manifest my glory.'
But I said, 'My toil has been futile, I have exhausted myself for nothing, to no purpose.' 
 
Yet all the while my cause was with Yahweh and my reward with my God.
And now Yahweh has spoken, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 
back to him and to re-unite Israel to him;
has been my strength.- He said, 'It is not enough for you
of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; 
my salvation may reach the remotest parts of earth.'
 
Intercessions  
 
“ I have exhausted myself for nothing
We begin again, not in our own strength
 
“My toil has been futile” ... “My God ha
We begin again, not with all the
 
“ It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore
nations”   
We begin again as a group gather
 
We ask God for the grace to be true disciples of Jesus in the year ahead
responsible, collaborators in the work of God for 
 
Our Father ... 
 

Lots more resources for PPCs at: 
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As we return from the summer, we gather to begin again.  
we begin, as we always begin: In the name of the 
er, and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen 

large candle that forms the centrepiece of 
Christ, the light of the world, is always at the centre of our work. Septe

fresh candle for the year ahead.  
e set fire to the wick of this candle, making it glow brightly in this place: May 

Jesus, the light of the world; and may our hearts be set on fire with his love.

Isaiah 49: 1-6. New Jerusalem Bible) 
Coasts and islands, listen to me, pay attention, distant peoples.  
Yahweh called me when I was in the womb, before my birth he had pronounced my name
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hid me in the shadow of his hand. 
He made me into a sharpened arrow and concealed me in his quiver. 
He said to me, 'Israel, you are my servant, through whom I shall manifest my glory.'
But I said, 'My toil has been futile, I have exhausted myself for nothing, to no purpose.' 

Yet all the while my cause was with Yahweh and my reward with my God.
And now Yahweh has spoken, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 

unite Israel to him; -I shall be honoured in Yahweh's eyes, and my God 
He said, 'It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore the tribes 

of Jacob and bring back the survivors of Israel; I shall make you a light to the nations so that 
my salvation may reach the remotest parts of earth.' 

Response: Renew us with your Spirit, O Lord

I have exhausted myself for nothing”  .... “All the while my cause was with Yehweh
not in our own strength, but confident of Gods strength. 

My God has been my strength” 
all the answers, but listening anew to Gods dream for our parish.

It is not enough for you to be my servant, to restore” ... “ I will make you a light to the 

We begin again as a group gathered by God, to be about Gods work 

be true disciples of Jesus in the year ahead: committed, 
collaborators in the work of God for this parish, this time and this place.

for PPCs at: www.limerickdiocese.org/pastorals

September is a good time 

glow brightly in this place: May we be 
e set on fire with his love.  

Yahweh called me when I was in the womb, before my birth he had pronounced my name. 
He made my mouth like a sharp sword, he hid me in the shadow of his hand.  

He said to me, 'Israel, you are my servant, through whom I shall manifest my glory.' 
But I said, 'My toil has been futile, I have exhausted myself for nothing, to no purpose.'  

Yet all the while my cause was with Yahweh and my reward with my God. 
And now Yahweh has spoken, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring Jacob 

I shall be honoured in Yahweh's eyes, and my God 
to be my servant, to restore the tribes 

I shall make you a light to the nations so that 

Renew us with your Spirit, O Lord 

All the while my cause was with Yehweh” 
               >R  

dream for our parish.>R 

I will make you a light to the 

   >R 

: committed, co-
this time and this place.  >R 

www.limerickdiocese.org/pastorals-2.html  


