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2008              PRIESTLY PEOPLE             Readings Year A
Advent Season
First Sunday of Advent  


You must stand ready






Second Sunday of Advent

So that you may give glory to God




Third Sunday of Advent


Let the wilderness exult



Fourth Sunday of Advent

Our apostolic mission to preach








Christmas Season
Christmas Day



A people that could be his very own



Holy Family



With gratitude in your hearts




Epiphany



They offered him gifts





Baptism of the Lord


Light of the nations







Ordinary Time [1]
Second Sunday of the Year

I am the witness





Third (Education in Faith) Sunday
A great light






Fourth Sunday of the Year

Members of Christ Jesus




Lenten Season

First Sunday of Lent


Tempted by the devil






Second Sunday of Lent


Relying on the power of God




Third Sunday of Lent


A spring within them






Fourth Sunday of Lent


Rise from the dead





Fifth Sunday of Lent


The one who was to come


Passion (Palm) Sunday


The tombs opened


Easter Season

Easter Sunday



Baptised in Christ Jesus



Second (Mercy) Sunday of Easter
The promise of an inheritance



Third Sunday of Easter


They recognised him

Fourth Sunday of Easter (Vocations)
About three thousand were added



Fifth Sunday of Easter


So that you may be living stones


Sixth Sunday of Easter


Always have your answer ready



The Ascension



Make disciples of all nations



Pentecost



Baptised in the one Spirit



The Most Holy Trinity


God loved the world so much



Body and Blood of Christ 

Whoever eats me draws life from me


Ordinary Time [2]
Tenth Sunday of the Year

As certain as the dawn
Eleventh Sunday of the Year

The labourers are few
Twelfth Sunday of the Year

Grace came to so many

Thirteenth Sunday of the Year

For all the pagans to hear

Fourteenth Sunday of the Year

Your king comes to you


Fifteenth Sunday of the Year

One who yields a harvest

Sixteenth Sunday of the Year

Lenient to all

Seventeenth Sunday of the Year
God cooperates with all who love him


Eighteenth Sunday of the Year

As much as they wanted

Nineteenth Sunday of the Year

He began to sink

Twentieth Sunday of the Year

A house of prayer for all the peoples

Twenty First Sunday of the Year

Who do you say that I am?

Twenty Second Sunday of the Year
Get behind me, Satan!
Twenty Third Sunday of the Year
You must love your neighbour as yourself

Triumph of the Holy Cross

Even to accepting death

Twenty Fifth Sunday of the Year

Because I am generous

Twenty Sixth Sunday of the Year
The tax collectors and prostitutes did

Twenty Seventh Sunday (Day for Life) 
The stone rejected by the builders

Twenty Eighth (Emigrant) Sunday
He has saved us


Twenty Ninth (Mission) Sunday

In power and in the Holy Spirit
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year

I shall hear their cry

The Faithful Departed


I will give you rest






Dedication of the Lateran Basilica
The sanctuary that was his body

Thirty Third Sunday of the Year

How quiet and peaceful it is
Christ the King



I shall rescue them
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
You must stand ready (Gospel)

The Gospel shows us people who miss the real meaning of their lives – ‘they suspected nothing’. The most important truth about human life is that we are moving towards the dawn of God’s promise of peace (First Reading). Each moment of our lives can become part of what God accepts and transforms into the glorious life of Christ. Advent is a call to ‘wake up now’ (Second Reading).  
The laity in the Church are like a sleeping giant.  Over seven hundred million strong, they can do immense work for the Kingdom of God.  But first they must be fully awakened (Cardinal Ó Fiaich, Synod of Bishops 1987).

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
So that you may give glory to God (Second Reading)
In Advent we await the second coming of the One on whom the Spirit of the Lord rests, a coming that will bring peace and wisdom and glory to the peoples (First Reading). In the Eucharist, and in all of our lives, we are preparing for and sharing in the transformation of the world. Advent is a season that can ‘teach us something about hope’ (Second Reading). 

This humble and simple gesture (the presentation of the gifts) is actually very significant: in the bread and wine that we bring to the altar all creation is taken up to be transformed and presented to the Father. (BENEDICT XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis, 47). 
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Let the wilderness exult (First Reading)

“The wilderness is the world which God has not yet visited, but now he is on his way” (Von Balthasar). When God visits the world, the desert rejoices and blooms (First Reading). The coming of God in Christ is evident when the blind see, the lame walk and the lepers are cleansed (Gospel).  The healing presence of God should also be seen in us, Christ’s followers.
There are so many kinds of desert. There is the desert of poverty, the desert of hunger and thirst, the desert of abandonment, of loneliness, of destroyed love. There is the desert of God’s darkness, the emptiness of souls no longer aware of their dignity or the goal of human life. The external deserts in the world are growing, because the internal deserts have become so vast (BENEDICT XVI, Inauguration Homily).
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Our apostolic mission to preach (Second Reading)
We are about to celebrate the birth of the One who is ‘God-with-us’ (First Reading, Gospel).  This is ‘the Good News that God promised long ago’. It was promised not just to God’s chosen people but to all pagan nations as well (Second Reading).  We were one of the pagan nations when Paul wrote those words. We are meant to bring that message to others.
The whole church is apostolic, in that she remains, through the successors of St Peter and the other apostles, in communion of faith and life with her origin; and in that she is ‘sent out’ into the whole world. All members of the Church share in that mission, though in various ways (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 863).
CHRISTMAS DAY

A people that could be his very own (Second Reading)

The Child lying in a manger, in poverty, will come again in ‘the glory of our great God and saviour (Gospel, Second Reading). The Creator of the universe enters into the helplessness and weakness of human life and, by doing so, makes it possible for us to be part of the gathering of creation into the glorious peace which has no end (First Reading).

Only by rediscovering the gift she has received can the Church bear witness to Christ the Saviour before all people. She… does so joyfully, knowing that the One she proclaims takes away nothing that is authentically human, but instead brings it to fulfilment... Christ does not save us from our humanity, but through it; he does not save us from the world, but came into the world, so that through him the world might be saved  (BENEDICT XVI, Christmas 2006).
THE HOLY FAMILY
With gratitude in your hearts (Second Reading)

The family is the building block of society and of the Church. It is where most of us learn to appreciate the love of others, to understand our own dignity and gifts that God has given us, and to know the divine family to which we are called.  We learn that bringing peace to the lives of others and of ourselves requires compassion, forgiveness, kindness. That peace is God’s gift and its fruit is that we can sing songs of gratitude to God.
The seeds of disunity, which daily experience shows to be so deeply rooted in humanity as a result of sin, are countered by the unifying power of the body of Christ.  The Eucharist, precisely by building up the Church, creates human community (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia de Eucharistia 25).
EPIPHANY

They offered him gifts (Gospel)

The wise men are not merely celebrating Christ’s birth.  Their offering is a sign of the most profound meaning of human existence. Our whole life is meant to acknowledge him; every facet of our life is to be offered through him, with him and in him to the Father.

Do we not offer gold to Christ when by a life full of love and fidelity we proclaim that he is King of our hearts?  Do we not present frankincense when we believe in his divinity, and confess it by our adoration and prayers?  In uniting our humiliations, our sufferings, our sorrows and tears to his, do we not bring him myrrh? (Blessed Columba Marmion).

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Light of the nations (First Reading)
The Baptism of Jesus marks the beginning of his public ministry. He came to bring justice to the nations, to all humanity.  The whole earth is filled with God’s love and hope because it is called to the new creation of limitless justice, love and peace. Our task is to recognise that love and hope; to show it by how we live, to share it with all the nations and to bring all of our lives and relationships into the light of hat love and hope.
Life in its true sense is not something we have exclusively in and from ourselves: it is a relationship.  And life in its totality is a relationship with him who is the source of life. (BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi 27).
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

World day of Migrants and Refugees
I am the witness (Gospel)
At the Jordan, John recognises that Jesus ranks far above him.  We who follow Jesus also need to grow in knowledge of him. He is the One who gathers the nations (First and Second Readings).  In the new life which is utterly beyond us, all will be at home; there will be no more exile. Faith “gives us something of the reality we are waiting for” (BENEDICT XVI Spe Salvi 7).
The better (Christians) carry out their mission the higher will (Christ) tower over their little deeds as the Always-Greater-One. In the process they will recognise their lack of importance and provisionality, but at the same time they will experience the joy that come with being able, by grace, to help Christ’s mission complete itself (HANS URS VON BALTHASAR).

THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Education in Faith Sunday

A great light (First Reading, Gospel)
Our eyes can adjust to the light.  After a while we may not realise how bright it is. Christ is the light that the darkness cannot overpower (Jn 1:5). The Christian community has an ongoing obligation to deepen the faith of all of its members so the light may shine in and through them. If we do not see that light as the meaning of our lives, things get out of perspective.
Yet our daily efforts in pursuing our own lives and in working for the world's future either tire us or turn into fanaticism, unless we are enlightened by the radiance of the great hope that cannot be destroyed even by small-scale failures or by a breakdown in matters of historic importance. If we cannot hope for more than is effectively attainable at any given time… our lives will soon be without hope. (BENEDICT XVI Spe Salvi 35).
FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
Members of Christ Jesus (Second Reading)
The Father made us members of Christ’s Body by sending him to be one of us.  In his life, death and resurrection Jesus opened up a path for us, his Body, to follow, making his love visible and showing us the way to the blessedness of the new creation (Gospel). The Holy Spirit within us unites us to Christ and to one another, crying out in love and hope to his Father..
Let us rejoice, then, and give thanks that we are made not only Christians, but Christ. Do you understand, brethren, and apprehend the grace of God upon us? Marvel, be glad, we are made Christ. For if He is the head, we are the members: the whole man is He and we… The fullness of Christ, then, is head and members. (ST AUGUSTINE)
FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Tempted by the devil (Gospel)
Satan places before Jesus three temptations to put something before God’s will. We cannot live on these alone, but only on the words and will of God. That is why all we do and achieve, and all that we try to achieve is offered to God in our lives and in the Eucharist. Only God can transform them into the new creation which alone can fully satisfy us.
The interpretation of Christianity as a recipe for progress and the proclamation of universal prosperity as the real goal of all religions, including Christianity – this is the modern form of the same temptation… No kingdom of this world is the Kingdom of God, the total condition of mankind’s salvation (BENEDICT XVI, Jesus of Nazareth).
SECOND SUNDAY OF  LENT

Relying on the power of God (Second Reading)
Seeing Jesus transfigured in glory gave the apostles hope to face the horror of his Passion and death.  Our lives too are marked by the prospect of death and suffering.  The Transfiguration did not promise escape from suffering to come, nor does Christian hope promise that we will not suffer.  It promises that God’s power is greater than all our fear and pain.
While we must always be committed to the improvement of the world, tomorrow’s better world cannot be the proper and sufficient content of our hope… This great hope can only be God, who encompasses the whole of reality and who can bestow on us what we, by ourselves, cannot attain. (BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi 30, 31)
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

A spring within them (Gospel)
The water which Christ gives becomes a spring within us, bringing new life and transforming us; it washes away the weeds that impede growth.  Lent challenges us to welcome the clearing out of what is harmful and negative in our lives.  That is our task as Christians – to bring our lives and our world, washed by the living water, to be offered by Christ to his Father.
Without… constant ever renewed endeavour for conversion… there would be a loss or at least a weakening of the special readiness to offer God the spiritual sacrifice in which our sharing in the priesthood of Christ is expressed in an essential and universal manner. (JOHN PAUL II, Redemptor Hominis 20).
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Rise from the dead (Second Reading)
Our God is a God who transforms – the blind see (Gospel); the least likely son is chosen (First Reading); darkness is turned into light (Second Reading).  We see transformations when the Holy Spirit is at work in people’s lives. These not only point to, they are the beginning of the transformation by which all things will be made new in the new creation.

His Kingdom is not an imaginary hereafter, situated in a future that will never arrive; his Kingdom is present wherever he is loved and wherever his love reaches us… His love is at the same time our guarantee of the existence of what we only vaguely sense and which nevertheless, in our deepest self, we await (BENEDICT XVI,  Spe Salvi 31).
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The one who was to come (Gospel)

Lazarus lay dead in the tomb – as Jesus himself would shortly do. This was a central moment in the mission of Jesus, He clearly showed himself as the one who could open the graves (First Reading) and the one through whom our mortal bodies would receive the life that is stronger than death. We are the people who believe that he is the one who was to come.
The true shepherd is one who knows even the path that passes through the valley of death; one who walks with me even on the path of final solitude…: he himself has walked this path… The realization that there is One who even in death accompanies me…—this was the new “hope” that arose over the life of believers (BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi, 6).
PALM SUNDAY

The tombs opened (Gospel)
The death of Jesus is presented by Saint Matthew as a new beginning – the veil of the temple is torn, the earth quakes the graves open.  A new life is breaking free of the grip of death.  God his Father raises him high. Before God all beings will acclaim him as Lord (Second Reading). Jesus risen from the tomb is the first born of a new people, the family of God, 
… the Son of God, by overcoming death through his own death and resurrection, redeemed humanity and changed it into a new creation.  For by communicating his Spirit, Christ mystically constitutes as his body his brothers and sisters who are called together from every nation (VATICAN II, Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, 7).
EASTER SUNDAY
Baptised in Christ Jesus (First Reading, Vigil)

The Easter Vigil tells the story of God’s people from the creation, the choice of Abraham, the liberation from Egypt, culminating in the Resurrection of Christ. Hope that remained alive through the centuries and was fulfilled beyond all imagining in the awe and great joy with which the women received the news that he had risen.
God now reveals his true face in the figure of the sufferer who shares man's God-forsaken condition by taking it upon himself. This innocent sufferer has attained the certitude of hope: there is a God, and God can create justice in a way that we cannot conceive, yet we can begin to grasp it through faith. (BENEDICT XVI Spe Salvi 43).

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Divine Mercy Sunday

The promise of an inheritance (Second Reading)
Thomas demanded to see (Gospel) but even without seeing, we can be filled with a joy so glorious that it cannot be described (Second Reading).The Risen Lord gives his peace to the community of his followers. The apostles receive the Holy Spirit through whom they will forgive sins. God’s mercy gathers us into his family. Our inheritance will never fade.
Not only for the Church herself… but also in a certain sense for all humanity, [the mystery of mercy, supremely revealed in Jesus Christ] is the source of a life different from the life which can be built by [human effort] … It is precisely in the name of this mystery that Christ teaches us to forgive always (JOHN PAUL II, Dives in Misericordia, 14).
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

They recognised him (Gospel)
The disciples on the road to Emmaus were downcast.  They no longer knew what to think. Everything changed when they recognised Jesus in the breaking of the bread; they went to meet the apostles and their companions.  That was where they belonged – in the family that witnesses to its Father who raised Jesus from the dead (First, Second Reading).

By its union with Christ, the People of the New Covenant, far from closing in upon itself, becomes a ‘sacrament’ for humanity, a sign and instrument of the salvation achieved by Christ, the light of the world and the salt of the earth, for the redemption of all (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia de Eucharistia 22).
FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Day of Prayer for Vocations
About three thousand were added (First Reading)
Peter addressed the crowd on Pentecost Sunday.  All they wanted was to know how they could respond to his extraordinary message that God’s promises had finally been fulfilled. The Good News transformed their lives. It is the same Good News that we have heard. Does it fill our lives? Are we witnesses to it. Do we long to see people commit themselves to living and preaching and celebrating the mystery of Christ?
Vocations to the ministerial priesthood and to the consecrated life can only flourish in a spiritual soil that is well cultivated. Christian communities that live the missionary dimension of the mystery of the Church in a profound way will never be inward looking. Mission, as a witness of divine love, becomes particularly effective when it is shared in a community, “so that the world may believe” (BENEDICT XVI, Message for World Day of Prayer for Vocations 2008, par 8).
FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

So that you may be living stones (First Reading)
We are not just isolated individuals; we are “living stones making a spiritual house” (First Reading). We are a community that needs to work together so as to provide for all the dimensions of the Lord’s work (Second Reading). We are community that seeks to find the right way towards our goal and who need to recognise that the goal is Christ (Gospel).

But the individual is a living stone of the ‘spiritual house’ only by remaining bonded to the others and acting with the awareness of this bond, powered by the grace which incorporates him or her into the ‘holy nation’ the ‘priestly community.  The church… has for its flesh the network of mutual relationships created between the baptised by the ‘spirit of glory which is the Spirit of God’ (J.-M. Tillard OP).

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Always have your answer ready (Second Reading)

We should have an answer for those who ask why we have hope – not out of a sense that we are better than others, but out of an awareness of the great gift we have received. We are to answer “with courtesy and respect”. They should see in us and in our community, our gratitude that Christ does not leave us orphans (Gospel), that our hope is stronger than any evil. 

The true shepherd is one who knows even the path that passes through the valley of death; on who walks with me even on the path of final solitude where no one can accompany me,, guiding me through… this was the new hope that arose over the life of believers (Benedict XVI Spe Salvi 6).
ASCENSION OF THE LORD

World Communications Day

Make disciples of all the nations (Gospel)

We are all meant to be communicators of the truth. Today we reflect especially on the huge impact of communication in our world – the media, the possibilities for contact through the internet and so on. It is no accident that the words communication and community are related. Communication is meant to foster the growth of the human family in peace and in truth.

One might even say that seeking and presenting the truth about humanity constitutes the highest vocation of social communication… The truth which makes us free is Christ, because only he can respond fully to the thirst for life and love that is present in the human heart. Those who have encountered him and have enthusiastically welcomed his message experience the irrepressible desire to share and communicate this truth. (Benedict XVI, Message for World Communications Day 2008)
PENTECOST SUNDAY

Baptised in the one Spirit (Second Reading)

Our world presents many challenges to faith. God is often pushed to the margins; church attendance and vocations both to the priesthood and religious life have declined. These are not just challenges for ‘someone else’. We were each given different gifts for a good purpose. Each person must ask, and each community must ask, ‘what gifts have we been given to communicate the Good News (First Reading) and to respond to the Holy Spirit who sends us to share God’s peace with the world?’ (Gospel).

You (Mary) were in the midst of the community of believers, who in the days following the Ascension prayed with one voice for the gift of the Holy Spirit and then received that gift on the day of Pentecost… (The Kingdom of Jesus) began at that hour and of this ‘Kingdom there will be no end’ (Spe Salvi, 5).
MOST HOLY TRINITY

God loved the world so much (Gospel)
Through the Incarnation we learn something of the inner life of God. Jesus reveals himself to us as distinct from the Father and yet one with Him. He also promises to send us the Holy Spirit, who is distinct from both of them. This is no mere theory, it is the “ocean of infinite love” in which we are “simply overwhelmed with joy” (Spe Salvi, 12).
The Spirit is the energy which transforms the heart of the ecclesial community, so that it becomes a witness before the world to the love of the Father, who wishes to make humanity a single family in his Son (Deus Caritas Est, 19).
BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

Whoever eats me draws life from me (Gospel)

When God freed his people from Egypt and led them to the Promised Land, he fed them in the desert (First Reading).  For us too, the Bread of Life and the Cup of Salvation make us a people, a single body who share one loaf (Second Reading).  In the Eucharist we celebrate who we are – Christ’s Body.

To that which you are you answer: ‘Amen’; and by answering you subscribe to it. For you hear: ’The Body of Christ’ and you answer ‘Amen!’ Be a member of Christ’s Body so that you ‘Amen’ ,may be the truth (St Augustine, Sermon 272).

NINTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Not those who say ’Lord, Lord’ (Gospel)
We do not become God’s People by obeying the Law, or doing wonderful things (Gospel). We are God’s People because the free gift of God’s grace offers us a share in his life (Second Reading). That is the solid foundation of our lives (Gospel).  The meaning of our lives does not lie in what we do or achieve but in God’s will, God’s loving plan for us.

A spirituality of communion indicates above all the heart's contemplation of the mystery of the Trinity dwelling in us, and whose light we must also be able to see shining on the face of the brothers and sisters around us… unless we follow this spiritual path, external structures of communion will serve very little purpose. They would become mechanisms without a soul, "masks" of communion rather than its means of expression and growth. (John Paul II, Novo Millennio Ineunte 43).
TENTH SUNDAY

As certain as the dawn (First Reading)
The first step in welcoming the invitation of Christ the Healer is to recognise our need of him (Gospel). We are tempted to disguise our vulnerability even from ourselves; to push our fears to the back of our minds. . If we do that our hopes become shrunken and insufficient to offer us what can truly satisfy, because we are failing to realise how great the hope of Christ is.

Let us say once again: we need the greater and lesser hopes that keep us going day by day. But these are not enough without the great hope, which must surpass everything else. This great hope can only be God, who encompasses the whole of reality and who can bestow upon us what we, by ourselves, cannot attain. (Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi 31).
ELEVENTH SUNDAY

The labourers are few (Gospel)
Jesus felt sorry for the crowds because they were like sheep without a shepherd. He chose and sent out the apostles to proclaim the Good News (Gospel). We are to pray that the Lord will send labourers – priests and religious. We are also to recognise that each of us has the task of proclaiming the Gospel in our world. 
…the proposal of the Christian way of life must conquer every kind of passive resignation, and with confidence and courage give full meaning to existence by announcing the presence and action of God in the life of human persons. Today… a greater amount of evangelical boldness is needed in order to arrive at the commitment to promoting vocations in accordance with the Lord's injunction to ask ceaselessly for labourers for the spread of the kingdom of God (John Paul II, Day of prayer for Vocations 1995)
TWELFTH SUNDAY

Grace came to so many (Second Reading)

All of today’s readings refer to the things that can harm us – the sin, the hostility, the opposition to God’s plan. But three times the Gospel tells us there is no need to be afraid. The grace of God is stronger than the sin which brought death (Second Reading). We are a people who have no need to fear because our hope is stronger that any evil or suffering.
We see how decisively the self understanding of the early Christians was shaped by their having received the gift of a trustworthy hope… It is not that they know the details of what awaits them, but they know in general terms that life will not end in emptiness (Benedict XV, Spe Salvi, 2)
SAINTS PETER AND PAUL

For all the pagans to hear (Second Reading)
This weekend the Year of St Paul begins, celebrating two thousand years since his birth, dated between 7 and 10 AD. He was called to bring the Good News to the gentile nations, to people who are not Jews.  He courageously and generously poured out his life, knowing the Lord would rescue him and bring him safely to his heavenly home (Second Reading).
Paul… fell to the ground dazzled by the divine light on the road to Damascus… He lived and worked for Christ, for him he suffered and died. How timely his example is today!.. I am pleased to announce officially that we shall be dedicating a special Jubilee Year to the Apostle Paul from 28 June 2008 to 29 June 2009, (Benedict XVI 28/6/07)
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY

Your king comes to you (First Reading)
We do not feel at home with talk of kings and empires (First Reading), but it speaks of the power of God’s love. Only God can give what we long for – peace, a life beyond death, knowledge of the Father (All readings). We are a people who can look death in the face because the Spirit of God, the giver of endless life, has made his home in us.
The Cross is the "throne" where he manifested his sublime kingship as God Love: by offering himself in expiation for the sin of the world, he defeated the "ruler of this world" (Jn 12: 31) and established the Kingdom of God once and for all. It is a Kingdom that will be fully revealed at the end of time, after the destruction of every enemy and last of all, death). The Son will then deliver the Kingdom to the Father and God will finally be "everything to everyone" (I Cor 15: 25-28). (Benedict XVI Angelus 26/11/06)
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY

The one who yields a harvest (Gospel)
This week hundreds of thousands of young people, including some from Limerick, will gather in Sydney for World Youth Day. They, and all of us have the task of bearing witness to the Word that does not return empty (First Reading) to the glory that is greater than any suffering (Second Reading), to the rich harvest awaiting those who welcome the Word (Gospel).
Many young people view their lives with apprehension and raise many questions about their future: …How can we fit into a world marked by so many grave injustices and so much suffering? How should we react to the selfishness and violence that sometimes seem to prevail? How can we give full meaning to life? (Benedict XVI, Message for World Youth Day 2008).
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY

Lenient to all (First Reading)

God is more powerful than suffering, evil or death itself. For that very reason God does not act like a tyrant who has to defend his own position (First Reading) but is patient until the harvest; The Kingdom spreads gently, like leaven in the dough (Gospel). God speaks to us as friends and the Spirit of God prays in our hearts (Second Reading)
Sometimes we are looked upon as people who speak only of prohibitions. Nothing could be further from the truth! Authentic Christian discipleship is marked by a sense of wonder. We stand before the God we know and love as a friend, the vastness of his creation, and the beauty of our Christian faith. (Benedict XVI to Youth in New York, 19/04/08)

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY

God cooperates with all who love him (Second Reading)
It is worth making great sacrifices to obtain treasure or a beautiful pearl (Gospel). But the real treasure is to choose God’s love which will never fail. That is the true wisdom.  Following Christ is not an easy option. It involves putting him above everything and everyone else. He is our hope and the hope of all humanity.

If we let Christ enter fully into our lives… are we not afraid that He might take something away from us? Are we not perhaps afraid to give up something significant, something unique, something that makes life so beautiful? Do we not then risk ending up diminished and deprived of our freedom? ...No! If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, nothing, absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful and great. (Benedict XVI, Homily at the Inauguration of his Pontificate)
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY

As much as they wanted (Gospel)

It is hard to rid ourselves of the idea that if we try hard enough we can give meaning to our lives. What we can offer is important, but never enough. Only God can transform our few loaves and fish into a feast that feeds the multitude. We are a people who know that God’s love is extravagant and that nothing can come between us and that love (Second Reading).

(We) must look upon (baptism) with the eyes of the Christians of the early Church, as an "illumination" which draws down on our souls the life-giving radiance of divine truth, opens heaven to us, and sheds on us that light which enables us to walk … toward the vision of God, the wellspring of eternal happiness. (Paul VI, Ecclesiam Suam 39).
NINETEENTH SUNDAY

He began to sink (Gospel)
Peter started to walk across the water, but, instead of remaining fixed on Jesus, he began to think of himself. The Church has always been a storm-tossed boat. We in our time do our best to meet our challenges and crises. But all our efforts will be in vain if we do not keep our eyes on Christ who calls us to him, who tells us not to be afraid and saves us when we are sinking (Gospel). 

God of course asks us really to cooperate with his grace, and therefore invites us to invest all our resources of intelligence and energy in serving the cause of the Kingdom. But it is fatal to forget that "without Christ we can do nothing" (John Paul II, Novo Millennio Ineunte, 38).
TWENTIETH SUNDAY

A house of prayer for all the peoples (First Reading)
Foreigners who are attached to the Lord have a place in the Temple; the Good News is addressed to the Gentiles; Jesus heals a Canaanite woman. These readings tell us that our following of Christ is not just for ourselves. Our faith community is meant to be a witness to the world so that all the peoples may praise God (Responsorial Psalm).
The mission of the Church, therefore, is fulfilled by that activity which makes her, obeying the command of Christ and influenced by the grace and love of the Holy Spirit, fully present to all individuals or nations, in order that, by the example of her life and by her preaching, by the sacraments and other means of grace, she may lead them to the faith, the freedom and the peace of Christ.  (Vatican II Ad Gentes, 5).
TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY

Who do you say I am? (Gospel)
Peter is the rock on which the Church is founded because the Father revealed to him that Jesus is the Messiah. The question that Jesus puts to Peter is put to everyone who wishes to be his follower.  When we acknowledge that he is the Christ, the Son of the living God (Gospel), we open our whole selves, our whole lives to the overwhelming, impenetrable mystery of God, for whom and by whom everything exists (Second Reading). 
Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction. Saint John's Gospel (3:16) describes that event in these words: “God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should ... have eternal life” (Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est 1).
TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY

Get behind me, Satan! (Gospel)
Peter wanted to spare Jesus from suffering and death, but Jesus rebukes him. Doing God’s will is not easy. Jeremiah complains that it has made him a laughing stock and brought insult and derision (First Reading). In a world with no suffering we would never learn our need of God and the greatness of the promise which is beyond all imagining.

Christ does not explain in the abstract the reasons for suffering, but before all else he says: ‘Follow me!’. Come! Take part through your suffering in this work of saving the world, a salvation achieve through my suffering! Through my Cross. (John Paul II, Salvifici Doloris, 26).
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY

You must love your neighbour as yourself (Second Reading)

Loving our neighbour is the answer to every one of the commandments (Second Reading). We are responsible to one another and for one another. Being a member of God’s family means loving one another as God loves us.  Our sinfulness damages the family bonds by hurting others and by betraying our common mission to witness to God’s love.  That is why the whole Church prays for the reconciliation of sinners and the sacrament of Penance reconciles us to whole Church.
Those who approach the sacrament of Penance obtain pardon from the mercy of God for the offence committed against Him and are at the same time reconciled with the Church, which they have wounded by their sins, and which by charity, example, and prayer seeks their conversion (Vatican II, Lumen Gentium 11)
TRIUMPH OF THE CROSS

Even to accepting death (Second Reading)

The community of Christ’s followers is made up of people who know that we are sinful.  No effort of ours can overcome all that is wrong in the world and in our lives. In the end we are destined to die. But the death of Jesus is not the triumph of evil and despair. It is the triumph of life: through him the world is saved (Gospel). We are a people of hope who celebrate and live that triumph.

“The true shepherd is one who knows even the path that passes through the valley of death; one who walks with me even on the path of final solitude, where no one can accompany me, guiding me through: he himself has walked this path… he has conquered death…” (BENEDICT XVI, Spe Salvi, 6).
TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY

Because I am generous (Gospel)
Wages are meant to be calculated according to some kind of even-handedness.  So today’s Gospel story seems very unfair. But what God offers us is not something we earn; it is a gift we receive. God gives simply out of love. The efforts we make are efforts to give thanks, and to receive the gift with open hearts. The central act of our lives is Eucharist, which means thanksgiving.

Grace is the gratuitous gift that God gives us to make us participants in his Trinitarian life and able to act by his love… It is supernatural because it depends entirely on God’s gratuitous initiative and surpasses the abilities of the intellect and the powers of human beings. (Compendium of the Catechism… 423).
TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY

The tax collectors and prostitutes did (Gospel)

Jesus must have shocked his listeners by saying that those who were hated and reviled, rather than the chief priests and elders, were on the road to heaven (Gospel). The most sinful attitude is to think that we have no need of God’s mercy. We must not seek to judge ourselves in the light of our supposed superiority to others. We are all sinners and our response to God always falls short.

“Jesus was saying, ‘I did not come to invite people who are so self-satisfied that they are convinced of their own goodness and that they do not need anybody’s help; I came to invite people who are very conscious of their sin and desperately aware of their need for a saviour” (William Barclay).
TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY

Day for Life

The stone rejected by the builders (Gospel)

We should recognise other people as servants of our Master and respond to them with respect and generosity (Gospel).  This year, the Day for Life considers those who suffer from mental illness in all its many forms. They often do not receive the understanding and support they should.  Let it not be said of us that God expected justice but heard only a cry of distress (First Reading).

… at the origin of new forms of mental disease we may find the negative impact of the crisis of moral values. This increases the feeling of loneliness, undermining and even breaking up traditional forms of social cohesion, starting with the family institution, and marginalizing the sick, particularly the mentally ill who are all too often considered as a burden on the family and community. (BENEDICT XVI, Message for World Day of the Sick 2006)
TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY

Day of Prayer for Emigrants
He has saved us (First Reading)
Today we think of Irish people who are emigrants. They often feel nostalgia for home.  As we pray for them, we also recognise that we are all exiles.  Our true homeland is in heaven (Phil 3:20). We are invited to the banquet where all tears and loss will be no more (First Reading). But we need to accept the invitation wholeheartedly (Gospel) as we celebrate with all the angels and saints. 
Migration brings together the manifold components of the human family and thus leads to the construction of an ever vaster and more varied society, almost a prolongation of that meeting of peoples and ethnic groups that, through the gift of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, became ecclesial fraternity. (Pontifical Council for the Pastoral Care of Migrants, Erga Migrantes 12)
TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY

Mission Sunday
In power and in the Holy Spirit (Second Reading)

God alone is God, and there is no other (First Reading). Individually and collectively we are vulnerable – to illness and death, to economic recession and disasters and climate change. We cannot overcome all the things that frighten and threaten us. Even after the resurrection some disciples doubted (Gospel) but Jesus sends them and us to be witnesses to the Good News that is stronger than any evil.

…"buffeted between hope and anxiety... and burdened down with uneasiness" we ask ourselves:  What will become of humanity and creation? Is there hope for the future, or rather, is there a future for humanity? ...The answer to these questions comes… from the Gospel. (Christ’s) Gospel is a "life-changing" communication that gives hope, throws open the dark door of time and illuminates the future of humanity and the universe (BENEDICT XVI Message for World Mission Day 2008)). 

THIRTIETH SUNDAY

I shall hear their cry (First Reading)

God tells Moses that the people must listen to the needs and hurt of everyone, even the stranger. God hears the cry of those who suffer. We are called to love God with our whole selves. That means we must love our neighbour; we must hear his or her cry.  The whole Law hangs on loving God and neighbour (Gospel).

I learn to look on this other person not simply with my eyes and feelings, but from the perspective of Jesus Christ.  His friend is my friend… Seeing with the eyes of Christ, I can give to others much more than their outward necessities; I can give them the look of love which they crave (BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est 18)
THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED

I will give you rest (Gospel)
We take the journey through death alone.  But it is a journey into life and love. Hope is not deceptive (Second Reading).  Jesus has gone before us; and the prayers of family, friends and the whole Church go with us. We pray for those who have gone before us and who are being purified by the infinite truth and goodness of God so as to take their place at the eternal feast, where we hope to join them. 

“If the work which any man has built on the foundation survives, he will receive a reward. If any man's work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be saved, but only as through fire” (I Cor 3:12-15)… in order to be saved we personally have to pass through “fire” so as to become fully open to receiving God and able to take our place at the table of the eternal marriage-feast. (Spe Salvi 46).
DEDICATION OF THE LATERAN

The sanctuary that was his body (Gospel)
The body of Jesus is the sanctuary in which God became most fully present. Christ is present in our churches where we come to offer our whole lives through with and in him. From that offering the life giving water flows into our lives and into the world (First Reading).  The Pope’s Cathedral, the Lateran Basilica is the mother of all the churches in which the Eucharist is offered.

Each celebration of the Eucharist makes sacramentally present the gift that the crucified Lord made of his life for us and for the whole world. In the Eucharist Jesus also makes us witnesses of God’s compassion towards all our brothers and sisters (BENEDICT XVI,  Sacramentum Caritatis, 88).

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY

How quiet and peaceful it is (Second Reading)

We like to think things are going well, but today’s readings warn about complacency.  We have been given a treasure which is not meant to be hidden but to grow and develop. The future of Christian faith in Ireland is far from being assured; the task of sharing that faith belongs to everyone without exception. Pope Paul VI lamented that the energy and commitment for that task often lies dormant:

If laypeople… are inspired with the evangelical spirit, if they are competent and determined to bring into play all those Christian powers in themselves which so often lie hidden and dormant, then all these activities will be all the more helpful in building up the kingdom of God and bringing salvation in Jesus Christ (PAUL VI, Evangelii Nuntiandi, 70)
CHRIST THE KING
I shall rescue them (First Reading)

Jesus told Pilate that his kingdom was not of this world (Jn 18:36).  Now we see how different his kingdom is. The important people are the poor and hungry, the thirsty, the prisoners, those without clothing and strangers. The king will judge us in their name: “In the most miserable of our fellow men we have already met our Judge” (von Balthasar).

The kingdom belongs to the poor and the lowly, which means to those who have accepted it with humble hearts.  Jesus is sent to ‘preach good news to the poor’; he declares them blessed, for ‘theirs is the kingdom of heaven’… Jesus identifies himself with the poor of every kind and makes active love towards them the condition for entering his kingdom (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 544). 
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