2007 One People Readings Year C



[image: image1.jpg]





2007

2007      ONE PEOPLE     Readings Year C
Advent Season
First Sunday of Advent  


In those days, Judah will be saved



Second Sunday of Advent

See your children reassembled



Third Sunday of Advent


The peace of God




Fourth Sunday of Advent

For us to be made holy







Christmas Season
Christmas Day



A joy to be shared




Holy Family



My Father’s affairs




Baptism of the Lord


Waiting in  hope




Ordinary Time [1]
Second Sunday of the Year

A variety of gifts




Third Sunday of the Year

Good news to the poor



Fourth Sunday of the Year

With you to deliver you



Fifth (Education in Faith) Sunday
Who will be our messenger?



Sixth Sunday (Day of the Sick)

To hear him and to be cured



Seventh Sunday of the Year

Love your enemies




Lenten Season

First Sunday of Lent


The Lord heard our voice




Second Sunday of Lent


As he prayed



Third Sunday of Lent


Unless you repent





Fourth Sunday of Lent


It is all God’s work




Fifth Sunday of Lent


Doing a new deed


Passion (Palm) Sunday


This must not happen with you


Easter Season

Easter Sunday



They told all this to the Eleven


Second (Mercy) Sunday of Easter
Peace be with you



Third Sunday of Easter


All the living things in creation


Fourth Sunday of Easter (Vocations)
The Lamb will be their shepherd


Fifth Sunday of Easter


You must love one another


Sixth Sunday of Easter


My own peace I give you


The Ascension



Has the time come?


Pentecost



Each of us in our own language
The Most Holy Trinity


The love of God poured into our hearts

Body and Blood of Christ 

My body which is for you
Ordinary Time [2]
Eleventh Sunday of the Year

Now not with my own life
Birth of John the Baptist 

I will make you the light of the nations

Thirteenth Sunday of the Year

Nowhere to lay his head


Fourteenth Sunday of the Year

I am sending you out



Fifteenth Sunday of the Year

Which of these proved a neighbour

Sixteenth Sunday of the Year

The mystery is Christ among you


Seventeenth Sunday of the Year
And it will be given you


Eighteenth Sunday of the Year

Let your thoughts be on heavenly things

Nineteenth Sunday of the Year

The Son of Man is coming

Twentieth Sunday of the Year

He stood such opposition from sinners

Twenty First Sunday of the Year

Suffering is part of your training

Twenty Second Sunday of the Year
Everyone is a first born

Twenty Third Sunday of the Year
Who can know the intentions of God?
Twenty Fourth Sunday of the Year
This man welcomes sinners
Twenty Fifth Sunday of the Year

No one can serve two masters

Twenty Sixth Sunday of the Year
Lying on ivory beds
Twenty Seventh Sunday (Day for Life)
The God who made us


Twenty Eighth (Emigrant) Sunday
Except this foreigner

Twenty Ninth (Mission) Sunday

Will he find faith on earth
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year

God be merciful to me a sinner

Thirty First Sunday of the Year

We shall all be gathered




Thirty Second Sunday of the Year
Inexhaustible comfort and sure hope


Thirty Third Sunday of the Year

They will persecute you
Christ the King



When you come into your kingdom
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
In those days Judah will be saved (First Reading)

It was not only individuals, however learned or powerful, who awaited the Messiah. In Advent we recall God’s promise was to prepare to prepare a people. The Anointed One was to become part of a people and share their life. We are the people God has prepared; we are the body of his Son. We welcome him not just as individuals but as his people.
[God] willed to make women and men holy and to save them, not as individuals without any bond between them, but rather to make them into a people who might acknowledge him and serve him in holiness (Vat II Lumen Gentium 9).

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

See your children reassembled (First Reading)

God prepared his people throughout history. They often failed him. Today’s first reading reflects on the terrible time when the people were exiled from the land God gave them. God is always calling his people back, putting things right. Now John comes to prepare the way for Christ’s coming.  In Advent we are preparing like the Jews of old.  We learn again to live as what we are – God’s people united in his love (Second Reading).
Love of God and love of neighbour are… inseparable, they form a single commandment… Love is ‘divine’ because it comes from God and unites us to God; through this unifying process it makes us a ‘we’ which transcends our divisions and makes us one, until in the end God is all in all (Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est 18).
THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The peace of God (Second Reading)

As Christmas approaches, pressure and panic grow.  Today we begin to say the second Preface of Advent. Do we really feel that “Christ has filled us with joy as we prepare to celebrate his birth”?  If instead we feel stressed and frazzled how might we get things back in perspective? Pope Benedict reminds us of the exiles in Babylon singing their psalms:
Augustine also warns (us) not to focus merely on material things…but to persevere on the journey to God. It is only with this greater hope that we will be able to transform this world… St Augustine says so in these words: “If we are citizens of Jerusalem… and must live in this land, then we should not just sing what the Psalm says but we should also live it… with a full and religious yearning for the eternal city” (General Audience 30.11.05).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Christmas Eve

For us to be made holy (Second Reading)
The child in Elizabeth’s womb leapt for joy. The coming of Christ was good news for him and for every human being.  Jesus, the only Son of God, the first born of Mary is also the first born of a new human family.  From now on we are sons and daughters of a God who sent his Son to die for us, to draw us to himself, to lead us into the inner life of God.
As the firstborn of many, and by the gift of his Spirit, he established, after his death and resurrection, a new communion of sisters and brothers among all who received him in faith and love… This solidarity must be increased until the day when it will be brought to fulfilment; on that day humanity, saved by grace will offer perfect glory to God as the family beloved of God and of Christ their brother (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes, 32).

CHRISTMAS DAY

Midnight Mass
A joy to be shared (Gospel)

We eat and drink and celebrate at Christmas. But in our city, our diocese, our country, many families and individuals live surrounded by fear, destroyed by drugs and violence, worn down by grief, anxiety and loneliness, struggling to find a glimmer of hope, lacking not just luxuries but the necessities we take for granted. Welcoming Jesus means welcoming all his brothers and sisters.
The Church is God’s family in the world.  In this family, no one ought to go without the necessities of life. Yet at the same time caritas – agape extends beyond the frontiers of the Church. The parable of the Good Samaritan remains as a standard which imposes universal love towards the needy whom we encounter ‘by chance’ whoever they may be. (Benedict XVI Deus Caritas Est 25).
THE HOLY FAMILY

My Father’s affairs (Gospel)

Jesus, Mary and Joseph place their acceptance of God’s plan before everything else -- even when it seemed impossible to comprehend. Joseph did as the angel told him; Mary accepted that her heart would be pierced; Jesus lives out the commitment that comes before all else – to his Father’s affairs. It is a family totally committed to the Father’s will.
Faith is simple. We believe in God - in God, who is the Beginning and End of human life. We believe in a God who enters into a relationship with us human beings, who is our origin and our future. Consequently, faith is, always… hope: the certainty that we have a future and will not end up as nothing. And faith is love, since God's love is "contagious". This is the first thing: we simply believe in God, and this brings with it hope and love (Benedict XVI  Mass at  Regensburg 12.09.06).
THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

Waiting in hope (Second Reading)

In Baptism we become one with Christ, God’s beloved Son, and with one another. The Jews waited for Christ with a feeling of expectancy (Gospel). At the end of the Christmas season, we have celebrated the first coming of Christ.  We remain united by our hope for the fulfilment of all God’s promises, ‘looking forward to inheriting eternal life’ (Second Reading).
[The Gospel of hope] is the light which illumines and directs your way; it is the strength that sustains you in trials;… it is the sign of a new beginning; it is the invitation to everyone… to blaze new trails leading to a ‘Europe of the spirit’ in order to make the continent a true ‘common home’ filled with the joy of life’  (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia in Europa, 121).
SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR
A variety of gifts (Second Reading)

We can find lots of reasons to lose hope. We don’t know where to begin with so many needs and problems that are too big for us. The readings say two things.  God’s power can transform hopeless situations (Gospel).  We are not on our own; the community of the baptised contains a great variety of gifts, given to each person for a good purpose; all of these gifts are the work of the Spirit (Second Reading).

We must be grateful to [Christian lay] men and women for their fearless witness of charity and forgiveness, values which bring the Gospel to the vast frontiers of politics, social life, the economy, culture, ecology, international life, family life, education, professional life, the world of labour and the caring professions. (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia in Europa, 41)
THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Good news to the poor (Gospel)
All the members of the community of believers are vital to the whole body. Sometimes we do not really see the others as ‘us’. People live in very difficult conditions in the developing world.  People in our own country and city live in conditions that the rest of us would find intolerable. We are to be a community that offers good news to those who need it most.
One’s neighbour must be loved, even if an enemy, with the same love with which the Lord loves him or her; and for that person’s sake one must be ready for sacrifice, even the ultimate one: to lay down one’s life for the brethren (JOHN PAUL II, Sollicitudo Rei Socialis, 40).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

With you to deliver you (First Reading)

Like Jeremiah, we have been given the task of allowing God’s word to speak through our lives and actions.  Like him, we can fear that God asks too much of us. But we are not alone. God is with us to deliver us (First Reading). We are formed into a people in the image of God’s Son (Opening Prayer); we live by the love that does not come to an end (Gospel). 

This hope has been bestowed on you as a gift which must then be joyfully given away in every time and place. Let the proclamation of Jesus, which is the Gospel of hope, be your boast and your whole life (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia in Europa 45).

FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Education in Faith Sunday
Who will be our messenger? (First Reading)

Isaiah, Paul and Peter all need to be reassured; ‘Do not be afraid’ (Gospel). Like them, all of us in the Christian community are to be messengers to one another, reminding each other of the gospel (Second Reading). Today we pray for parents, teachers who have a special responsibility – and we pray for the whole parish which is ‘the prime mover and pre-eminent place for catechesis’ (Pope John Paul). The message we communicate is Christ who died and rose for us (Second Reading).

Being Christian is not the result of an ethical choice or a lofty idea, but the encounter with an event, a person, which gives life a new horizon and a decisive direction, St John’s Gospel describes that event in these words: ‘God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should… have eternal life’ (BENEDICT XVI Deus Caritas Est, 1).
SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

World Day of the Sick

To hear him and to be cured (Gospel)

The sick come to Jesus to be cured. They have realised that they have only the Lord for their hope (First Reading).  And so, they show us the way. The Lord is our only hope.  We sometimes live as if we did not need him, but we deceive ourselves. Our support, love and prayer for the sick help them to place their trust in God – and to show the way to all God’s people.

… In suffering there is concealed a particular power that draws a person interiorly close to Christ… A result of such a conversion is not only that the individual discovers the salvific meaning of suffering but that he… discovers a new dimension… of his entire life and vocation… constituting a touching lesson to those who are healthy… (JOHN PAUL II, Salvifici Doloris, 26).
SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Love your enemies (Gospel)

We are called to be members of God’s family, not because of our virtues of achievements, but simply because God loves us. We do not deserve God’s love; we cannot limit God’s love; we must love all those who are called as we are. Loving those from whom we receive and hope to receive is easy enough. Loving as God loves means loving not for what we can gain but for what we can give.

Evil is never defeated by evil; once that road is taken, rather than defeating evil, one will instead be defeated by evil… The one way out of the vicious circle of requiting evil for evil is to accept the Apostle’s words: “Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good (JOHN PAUL II, Message for World Day of Peace 2005)

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

The Lord heard our voice (First Reading)

Moses teaches the Jewish people to retell their history back to their nomadic past.  They are a people chosen, protected, guided and provided for by God, a people who thank and honour him. We too are God’s people, a people without borders. Now all belong to the same Lord who is able to save everyone who calls on his name (Second Reading).

(Until the time of Jesus) the concept of ‘neighbour’ was understood as referring essentially to one’s countrymen and to foreigners who had settled in the land of Israel… This limit is now abolished. Anyone who needs me, and whom I can help, is my neighbour… Love of God and love of neighbour have become one: in the least of the brethren we find Jesus himself, and in Jesus we find God (BENEDICT XVI Deus Caritas Est 15).

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

As he prayed (Gospel)

Jesus was transfigured as he prayed. We are most in touch with the reality of our lives, as individuals and as a community, when we pray.  We are in touch with a deeper truth about ourselves and our world. In his transfiguration he shows us the glory which he will share with us, by the same power with which he can subdue the universe (Second Reading).

The promised and hoped for restoration has already begun in Christ. It is carried forward in the sending of the Holy Spirit and through him continues in the church in which, through faith, we learn the meaning of our earthly life while… we bring to conclusion the task allotted to us in the world by the Father and so work out our salvation (Vat II Lumen Gentium 48).

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

Unless you repent (Gospel)

The Prefaces of Lent describe this as a ‘joyful season’ thanking God for this ‘gift to your family’. The repeated references to repentance and penance seem to give a different message. Repentance is painful, but it is the painful wrench by which I am torn away from my illusions to share more fully in the life of God’s people. The community, the Church, longs for its members to become more united to Christ. Lent is a particularly suitable time to seek that closer union in the sacrament of Penance.

Those who approach the sacrament of Penance obtain pardon through God’s mercy for the offence committed against him, and are, at the same time, reconciled with the church which they have wounded by their sins and which by charity, by example and by prayer labours for their conversion (Vat II Lumen Gentium, 11).
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

It is all God’s work (Second Reading)

The two sons in the parable had to learn the same lesson – that both of them were completely dependent on their father’s generosity.  That is what we are learning in Lent.  Our hope lies in a new creation in which God reconciles us to himself.  It is not up to us to decide who is worthy to receive God’s gift. We are meant to be ambassadors, reconcilers offering to others the news that they are reconciled (Second Reading).

Union with Christ is also union with all those to whom he gives himself.  I cannot possess Christ just for myself; I can belong to him only in union with all those who have become, or who will become, his own. Communion draws me out of myself towards him, and thus also towards unity with all Christians. (BENEDICT XVI Deus Caritas Est, 14).
FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

Doing a new deed (First Reading)

As we approach the annual remembrance of the horrors of Christ’s Passion and Death, the liturgy reminds us of our hope. The all powerful God is doing a new deed for the people he has formed for himself (First Reading). Everything else is worthless in comparison to the prize Jesus has won for us (Second Reading). Jesus awaits us not with condemnation but with an invitation to renew our lives and sin no more (Gospel).

Risen Lord, you are the new hope of the Church and of humanity.  You are the one true hope for the human family and for history.  Already in this life you are ‘among us the hope of glory’. In you and with you, we find truth: our life has meaning, communion is possible, diversity can become richness, and the power of the kingdom is at work in history and helps to build the city of mankind (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia in Europa, 18).
PALM SUNDAY

This must not happen with you (Gospel)
On the eve of his passion, Jesus stands among his disciples ‘as one who serves’ (Gospel). His service involves giving up his body, pouring out his blood and undergoing a cruel death.  His followers are to be marked by self-sacrificing love for God and for all humanity.  That is the Way he shows us in Holy Week, the Way that leads to Easter.

Only my readiness to encounter my neighbour and to show him love makes me sensitive to God as well. Only if I serve my neighbour can my eyes be opened to what God does for me and how much he loves me (BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 18).
EASTER SUNDAY

They told all this to the Eleven (Vigil, Gospel)
The women returned from the tomb to inform the Apostles and all the others that the Lord had risen. This Good News has been proclaimed from generation to generation in the Church. We celebrate it on Easter Sunday and in every Eucharist. And this celebration unites us not just to the people sharing in our celebration but with the whole Church.
From the eucharistic centre arises the necessary openness of every celebrating community, of every particular Church.  By allowing itself to be drawn into the open arms of the Lord, it achieves insertion into his one and undivided body (BENEDICT XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis, 15).

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Divine Mercy Sunday

Peace be with you (Gospel)
God’s mercy brings forgiveness. It brings the inner peace that is God’s gift. But it must also bring visible peace in our relationships – the healing of discord in our community, and the turning away from sin which divides us from one another and from God. The merciful, healing love of the Holy Spirit unites the Church, the forgiven community of Christ’s followers.
The Church lives an authentic life when she professes and proclaims mercy – the most stupendous attribute of the Creator and of the Redeemer – and when she brings people close to the sources of the Saviour’s mercy, of which she is the trustee and dispenser (JOHN PAUL II, Dives in Misericordia, 13)
THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

All the living things in creation (Second Reading)

The vision of the Apocalypse is poetic and beautiful. Like any human words, however, it falls infinitely short of the reality. When creation gathers around the throne of the Lamb then all the potential and achievement of human life and history will flourish in the unimaginable hymn of praise by God’s people.
When we have spread on earth the fruits of our nature and our enterprise – human dignity, sisterly and brotherly communion, and freedom – according to the command of the Lord and in his Spirit, we will find them once again, cleansed this time from the stain of sin, illuminated and transfigured (VATICAN II, Gaudium et Spes 39)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Vocations Sunday

The Lamb will be their shepherd (Second Reading)
The Lamb who was slain stands at the throne to lead God’s people to springs of living water. The Lamb of God presents himself as the shepherd who leads his sheep to eternal life. In that journey each Christian has a part to play. In particular, priests are called to represent Christ the leader and shepherd. They do so above all in the celebration of the Eucharist. 

The pastoral care of vocations needs to involve the entire Christian community in every area of its life. Obviously this pastoral care at all levels also includes exploring the matter with families which are often indifferent or even opposed to the idea of a priestly vocation.  Families should generously embrace the gift of life and bring up their children to be open to doing God’s will (BENEDICT XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis 25). 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

You must love one another (Gospel)

We Christians are to be known by our love for one another (Gospel). In other words, we are to be judged by the quality of our life as a community.  The standard by which our love is judged could not be higher. We are to love one another as Christ has loved us.  What is being built among us is the love which will flourish when God dwells with his people and the whole of creation is made new (Second Reading).

For us, the Eucharistic banquet is a real foretaste of the final banquet foretold by the prophets and described in the New Testament as ‘the marriage feast of the Lamb’, to be celebrated in the joy of the communion of saints  (BENEDICT XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis 31). 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

My own peace I give you (Gospel)

Even in the community of Christ’s followers there are divisions (First Reading). Jesus offers a new kind of community based on a peace that the world cannot give.  His peace is not just the absence of divisions; it is a new life which lives by the self-giving love which is the life of God.

God is preparing a new dwelling place and a new earth… whose happiness will fill and surpass all the longings for peace which spring up in the human heart. Then, death will have been overcome, the children of God will be raised up in Christ, and what was sown in weakness and corruption will be invested with incorruptibility (Gaudium et Spes, 39).
ASCENSION OF THE LORD

World Communications Day
Has the time come? (First Reading)

Jesus has ascended to the destination of our journey. At times the journey can be painful, sorrowful, or disheartening.  As Jesus was about to ascend, the apostles wondered if the time for the establishment of God’s kingdom had finally come.  We must keep firm in the hope we profess and proclaim (Second Reading B) as we await the fulfilment of our glory and our hope (Opening Prayer), as witnesses to the Good News (First Reading).
Above all, the Church desires to share a vision of human dignity that is central to all worthy human communication. "Seeing with the eyes of Christ, I can give to others much more than their outward necessities; I can give them the look of love which they crave" (Benedict XVI, Message for World Communications Day 2007; Deus Caritas Est, 18)

PENTECOST

Each of us in our own language (First Reading)
In the story of the tower of Babel, ambition led to the division of the human race into different languages (Gen 11). The coming of the Holy Spirit overturns that division, allowing people to hear about the marvels of God in their own languages.  It is the Good News of God’s love which unites us; building our hopes on our own efforts will frustrate and divide us.

The People of God… extends to the point of surmounting every barrier of race, culture, space and time… [At] the tower of Babel, when people wanted to build a way to heaven with their hands, they ended up by destroying their very capacity to understand one another… The Pentecost of the Spirit, with the gift of tongues, shows that his presence unites and transforms confusion into communion. (Benedict XVI, Pentecost 2006)

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

The love of God poured into our hearts (Second Reading)

The Christian community is not merely an association in which we are bound to one another by a common purpose.  It is a communion in which we are gathered together by the love of God poured into our hearts.  That love is the complete truth, the truth by which God reveals and pours into our hearts the inner life which is the source of all that exists.
Communion is the fruit and demonstration of that love which springs from the heart of the Eternal Father and is poured out upon us through the Spirit which Jesus gives us, to make us all "one heart and one soul". It is in building this communion of love that the Church appears as "sacrament", as the "sign and instrument of intimate union with God and of the unity of the human race" (John Paul II, Novo Millennio Ineunte 42).
BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

My body which is for you (Second Reading)
Before feeding the crowd, Jesus blesses the loaves and breaks them and gives them to the disciples. It is a foreshadowing of the Eucharist which shows the generosity with which Jesus gives the Food which is his Body. Those who receive that food are united with him and with each other.

The Eucharist is constitutive of the Church’s being and activity.  This is why Christian antiquity used the same words, Corpus Christi, to designate Christ’s body born of the Virgin Mary, is eucharistic body and his ecclesial body (Benedict XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis, 15).
ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Now not with my own life (Second Reading)

The Christian community is not something that we create.  Its life is the life which it has received – the life poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life, which unites us to Christ and to one another in his Body, and which allows us to call God, ‘Abba, Father’ (Gal 4:6).
All the members must be formed in his likeness until Christ is formed in them.  For this reason we, who have been made like to him, are taken up into the mysteries of his life, until we reign together with him. On earth, still as pilgrims in a strange land, following in trial and oppression the paths he trod, we are associated with his sufferings… that we may be glorified (Vatican II, Lumen Gentium, 7).
BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

I will make you the light of the nations (First Reading)

John the Baptist was chosen ‘to show the world its Redeemer’ (Preface).  God sent John the Baptist “to prepare a perfect people for Christ the Lord” (Opening Prayer).  We are that people; our role is to continue John’s work of showing the world its Redeemer. The life of our community should point to Christ and say, ‘Behold the Lamb of God’.
(The Lord) encounters us ever anew, in the men and women who reflect his presence, in his word, in the sacraments and especially in the Eucharist. In the Church’s Liturgy, in her prayer, in the living community of believers, we experience the love of God, we  perceive his presence and we thus learn to recognise that present in our daily lives (Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 17).
THIRTEENTH SUNDAY
Nowhere to lay his head (Gospel)

When Jesus calls people to follow him, there are no easy options. It means living without comfort and security; it means that family obligations take second place; it means a response that is immediate and wholehearted.  We have responded to the same call; it demands from us the same wholehearted response.

Saint Paul’s exhortation to the Romans… is a concise description of how the Eucharist makes our whole lives a spiritual worship pleasing to God [Rom 12:1]… In these words the new worship appears as a total self offering made in communion with the whole Church (Benedict XVI Sacramentum Caritatis, 70)
FOURTEENTH SUNDAY

I am sending you out (Gospel)

Jesus sends out not only the Apostles, but seventy-two others.  In fact, ‘missionary activity is a matter for all Christians’ (John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio, 2). God’s people are meant to be a sign of joy, peace, comfort and flourishing (First Reading).  But the boast of God’s people is in the cross (Second Reading). The joy we proclaim is no passing thing; it is the joy of a new creation that has passed through death with Christ.
First and foremost, there is the group of the Twelve… Then there is the community of believers, which in its way of life and its activity bears witness to the Lord and converts the Gentiles… In its origins… mission is seen as a community commitment, a responsibility of the local Church… (Redemptoris Missio, 27).
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY

Which of these proved a neighbour? (Gospel)

The early Christian writer, Tertullian, remarked that the pagans would often say “See how these Christians love one another”.   Because we believe in the love of God for us, love of one another should lie at the heart of our community life. “Since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another” (I John 4:11).
Love of neighbour grounded in the love of God, is first and foremost a responsibility for each individual member of the faithful, but it is also a responsibility for the entire ecclesial community at every level: from the local community to the particular Church [diocese] and to the Church universal in its entirety (Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 20).
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY

The mystery is Christ among you (Second Reading)

Martha gives the kind of hospitality that Abraham is rewarded for (First Reading).  Yet she is told that Mary has truer priorities.  We can find ourselves overwhelmed by the needs and possibilities that surround us and get lost in doing things.  The first need of the Christian is to listen to the Word of God, and especially the Word made flesh.
It is important that what we propose, with the help of God, should be profoundly rooted in contemplation and prayer. Ours is a time of continual movement which often leads to restlessness, with the risk of ‘doing for the sake of doing’. We must resist that temptation by trying ‘to be, before trying ‘to do’. In this regard we should recall how Jesus reproved Martha (John Paul II, Novo Millennio Ineunte, 15).
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY

Ask and it will be given you (Gospel)
The Christian community should be characterised by prayer.  The summit and source of its life is the Eucharist. We pray above all for the coming of God’s Kingdom (Gospel) where all our deepest hopes will be fulfilled. Evil and sin will be overcome – it has been nailed to the cross (Second Reading). What we want may not be what will lead us to that fulfilment.
We ought to be astonished by this fact: when we praise God or give him thanks for his benefits in general, we are not particularly concerned whether or not our prayer is acceptable to him. On the other hand, we demand to see the results of our petitions.  What is the image of God that motivates our prayer: an instrument to be used? or the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ?  (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2735).
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY
Let your thoughts be on heavenly things (Second Reading)

To live the life of the Christian community means putting our priorities straight. If our life is focussed on possessions and goals that are passing, we will have to leave them behind (First Reading, Gospel). Christ is our life and when he returns we hope to be revealed in glory with him (Second Reading).

To these basic questions about the meaning and purpose of human life, the Church responds with the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, which liberates the dignity of the human person… [T]he mission of the Church in the contemporary world consists in helping every human being to discover in God the ultimate meaning of his existence (Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 576)
NINETEENTH SUNDAY

The Son of Man is coming (Gospel)

The Christian community lives in a state of anticipation. We rejoice in God’s creation and in the gift of life.  But we are conscious of the fragility and imperfection of even the best and noblest realities. We will, however, find them again in the new creation, sharing in the glory and perfection of the Risen Christ.  We wait in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour.
Our wounded freedom would go astray were it not already able to experience something of that future fulfilment. Moreover to move forward in the right direction we need to be guided towards our final goal.  That goal is Christ himself, the Lord who conquered sin and death, and who makes himself present in a special way in the Eucharistic celebration (Benedict XVI, Sacramentum Caritatis 30).

TWENTIETH SUNDAY

He stood such opposition from sinners (Second Reading)

Today’s Gospel takes us aback.  The Prince of Peace has come to bring the fire and division to the earth.  But the message of truth and life, the message of his Father’s love, can provoke opposition and rejection. Living as the community of his followers can demand courage.

Fortitude is the moral virtue that ensures firmness in difficulties and constancy in the pursuit of the good.  It strengthens the resolve to resist temptations and to overcome obstacles in the moral life. The virtue of fortitude enables one to conquer fear, even fear of death, and to face trials and persecutions.  It disposes one even to renounce and sacrifice his life in defence of a just cause.  "The LORD is my strength and my song" (Ps 118, 14).  "In the world you have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world”  (Jn 16:33). (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1808).

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY
Suffering is part of your training (Second Reading)
When Jesus calls us to follow him, he puts a choice before us.  It is not to be taken for granted that we are responding to his call.  Many will try to enter by the narrow gate and not succeed (Gospel).  Following him means putting him first.  That can be painful and demanding, but it bears fruit in peace and goodness (Second Reading). Following him leads through the Cross to new life.
Love is… a journey, an ongoing exodus out of the closed inward-looking self towards its liberation through self-giving, and thus towards authentic self-discovery, and indeed the discovery of God… (BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 6).
TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY
Everyone is a first born (Second Reading)
Expecting honours from others only makes one look ridiculous (Gospel). All we have comes from God’s generous love.  Great gifts are all the more reason to be humble. Pride looks not to God’s love but one’s own accomplishments. The faith community is built not on our achievements but on God’s mercy, on which we are all equally, and totally, dependent.
(The poor) do not stride into God’s presence as if they were partners able to engage with him on an equal footing. They do not lay claim to a reward for what they have done. (They) know that their poverty also has an interior dimension; they are lovers who simply want God to bestow his gifts on them and thereby to live in inner harmony with God’s nature and word (BENEDICT XVI, Jesus of Nazareth, p. 76).
TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY

Who can know the intentions of God? (First Reading)
God is not on the same level as any other person or thing.  If we do not recognise God as above the whole of creation, we do not recognise him as God.  Following Christ means denying ourselves (Lk 9:23) and whatever prevents us from loving God with our whole heart. To put another person in the place of God is not to love them at all, because God is their Creator and their hope. Martyrdom is an eloquent sign of this placing of God first.
… martyrs proclaim ‘the Gospel of hope’ and bear witness to it with their lives…, because they are certain that they cannot live without Christ and are ready to die for him in the conviction that Jesus is the Lord and Saviour of humanity and that, therefore, only in him does mankind find true fullness of life (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia in Europa, 13).

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY

This man welcomes sinners (Gospel)
Jesus says that there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one repentant sinner than over 99 who need no repentance (Gospel).  That is not so surprising when we realise that feeling no need of repentance is itself sinful. He who is forgiven little, loves little (Lk 7:47).  Pope John Paul described mercy as God’s ‘most stupendous attribute’.  Recognising one’s need for that mercy is the first step in accepting God’s grace (Gospel).
The most striking element of the parable (of the prodigal son) is the father’s festive and loving welcome of the returning son: it is a sign of he mercy of God who is always willing to forgive… reconciliation is principally a gift of the heavenly Father (JOHN PAUL II, Reconciliatio et Paenitentia, 5).
TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY
No one can serve two masters (Gospel)
The first reading denounces those who use their power and wealth to cheat and suppress the poor. They are not servants of God. They are servants, slaves, of their own greed.  The problem is not power and wealth in themselves but using them in a way that contradicts the great commandment of love of God and neighbour.
In their use of things people should regard the external goods they lawfully possess as not just their own but common to others as well in the sense that they can benefit others as well as themselves… (T)he council asks individuals and governments to remember the saying of the Fathers: ‘Feed the people dying of hunger, because if you do not feed them, you are killing them (VATICAN II, Gaudium et Spes, 69)
TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY
Lying on ivory beds (First Reading)
The real danger about affluence is that it can lead to blindness about the suffering of the rest of the world. “About the ruin of Joseph they do not care at all” (First Reading). The rich man ignored the poor, hungry man at his gate (Gospel). Love of God and love of neighbour cannot be separated.

Love for widows and orphans, prisoners and the sick and needy of every kind is as essential to (the Church) as the ministry of the sacraments and preaching of the Gospel.  The Church cannot neglect the service of charity any more than she can neglect the Sacraments and the Word (BENEDICT XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 22).
TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY
Day for Life

The God who made us (Responsorial Psalm)

Today’s readings call us to a grateful faith in God for his promises and gifts to us. The gift of faith is the source of a hope that does not disappoint (First Reading). The gift of life itself is the first of all gifts. God forms us in our mother’s womb and, in the first moment of our life, invites us into a relationship with him.
Only when we meet the living God in Christ do we know what life is. We are not some casual and meaningless product of evolution. Each of us is the result of a thought of God. Each of us is willed, each of us is loved, each of us is necessary (Benedict XVI).
TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY

Day of Prayer for Emigrants

Except this foreigner (Gospel)
Jesus finds appreciation of God’s goodness where one might not have expected it (Gospel). Naaman finds God’s goodness where he had not expected it (First Reading).  The movement of people in today’s world makes new demands on us to recognise God’s presence and image in people of every race and religion.
In the foreigner a Christian sees not simply a neighbour, but the face of Christ himself, who was born in a manger and fled into Egypt, where he was a foreigner, summing up and repeating in his own life the basic experience of his people (Pontificial Council for Migrants, Erga Migrantes, 15).

TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY
Mission Sunday

Will he find faith on earth? (Gospel)
Jesus poses a startling question: will his followers remain faithful to the mission he gives them? We are meant to testify that the Father sent his Son into the world. People should be able to see that God’s love is in us (Second Reading).  We should be in no doubt about the power of the message; it offers the truth for which the world hungers. 

Here now [on Calvary] is the central act of transformation that alone can truly renew the world:  violence is transformed into love, and death into life... This is like inducing nuclear fission in the very heart of being - the victory of love over hatred, the victory of love over death. Only this intimate explosion of good conquering evil can then trigger off the series of transformations that little by little will change the world (Benedict XVI, World Youth Day, Cologne)

THIRTIETH SUNDAY
God be merciful to me a sinner (Gospel)
The community of Christ’s followers does not measure success by what people own or achieve, or even by how good they seem to be (Gospel). We cannot impress God by our status or prestige (First Reading). The Christian is one who knows that our only hope lies in God’s merciful love and who is ready to pour out his or her life for God and for others (Second Reading). We cannot, therefore, look down on one another.
I cannot possess Christ just for myself; I can belong to him only in union with all those who have become, or who will become, his own… We become ‘one body’, completely joined in a single existence. Love of God and love of neighbour are now truly united; God incarnate draws us all to himself (Benedict XVI, Deus Caritas Est, 14).
THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY
We shall all be gathered (Second Reading)

There are many examples of very moral people can who do not believe in God.  But without God there is no answer to the question as to what meaning life can have for those whose lives are short and miserable, like infants who die of hunger. We shall all be gathered by God’s transforming love with people of every race and time and language and civilisation, around the One who came to seek out and save what was lost (Gospel).
The vigilant and active expectation of the coming of the Kingdom is also the expectation of a finally perfect justice for the living and the dead, for people of all times and places, a justice which Jesus Christ, installed as supreme Judge, will establish... For true justice must include everyone; it must bring the answer to the immense load of suffering borne by all the generations (CDF, Instruction on Christian Freedom and Liberation, 60).
THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY

Inexhaustible comfort and sure hope (Second Reading)
The courage of the young men in the first reading shows the power of God giving them strength (Second Reading) in the most dreadful situation.  When things are going well we can forget that only the hope which turns to the love of God and the fortitude of Christ (Second Reading) can conquer death. That is the hope for which our world longs.
Jesus Christ is our hope because he reveals the mystery of the Trinity. This is the core of the Christian faith, and it can still make a significant contribution… to the creation of structures which… are capable of promoting the life, history and culture of the different peoples of the Continent [of Europe] (JOHN PAUL II, Ecclesia in Europa, 19).

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY

They will persecute you (Gospel)

We show how much we love someone by what we are prepared to sacrifice, how much we are willing to endure for them.  Jesus showed the love greater that which no one has by giving up his life. The suffering and opposition that we may endure for love of Christ and of one another is our opportunity to bear witness (Gospel). That is what the Christian community is called to do: to bear witness to the love we have received.
(St Paul wrote:) “I have been crucified with Christ” (Gal 2:19)… Faith enables the author of these words to know that love which led Christ to the Cross.  And if he loved in this way, suffering and dying, then with this suffering and death of his he lives in the one whom he loved in this way. (JOHN PAUL II, Salvifici Doloris,20)
CHRIST THE KING

When you come into your kingdom (Gospel)
The thief turned to the Man dying in agony on the cross beside him and recognised him as entering his kingdom. Earlier the mob had chosen Barabbas, an armed robber rather than Jesus who told Peter to put away his sword The Christian community makes a fundamental choice for God’s kingdom rather than one constructed by human resources.

So the choice is between a Messiah who leads an armed struggle, promises freedom and a kingdom of one’s own, and this mysterious Jesus who proclaims that losing oneself is the way to life… If we had to choose today, would Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Mary, the Son of the Father, have a chance? (BENEDICT XVI, Jesus of Nazareth, p.41)
