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Advent Season
First Sunday of Advent


Let us go up the mountain of the Lord  


Second Sunday of Advent

Produce the appropriate fruit




Third Sunday of Advent


Good News is proclaimed to the poor


Fourth Sunday of Advent

The Lord will give you a sign








Christmas Season
Christmas Day



The Lord bares his holy arm



Holy Family



May the peace of Christ reign



Epiphany



All are assembling and coming towards you

Baptism of the Lord


The Spirit of God descended like a dove





Ordinary Time [1]
Second Sunday of the Year

Behold the Lamb of God




Third Sunday of the Year

Follow me





Fourth Sunday of the Year

Theirs is the kingdom of heaven



Fifth Sunday of the Year


Faith depends on the power of God 


Lenten Season

First Sunday of Lent


Not on bread alone





Second Sunday of Lent


Listen to him




Third Sunday of Lent


A spring welling up to eternal life



Fourth Sunday of Lent


The Lord looks at the heart



St Patrick’s Day (Fifth Sunday(

I believe that you are the Christ


Passion (Palm) Sunday


Let him be crucified


Easter Season

Easter Sunday



Death has no power over him


Second (Mercy) Sunday of Easter
New birth in his great mercy


Third Sunday of Easter


He explained the scriptures to us

Fourth (Vocations) Sunday of Easter
So that they may have life

Fifth Sunday of Easter


How can we know the way?


Sixth Sunday of Easter


Always have your answer ready



The Ascension
(Communications)
I am with you always



Pentecost



Like a powerful wind from heaven



The Most Holy Trinity


God loved the world so much


Body and Blood of Christ 

To  humble you, to test you


Ordinary Time [2]
Tenth Sunday of the Year

He hoped and he believed
Eleventh Sunday of the Year

He summoned his twelve apostles
Twelfth Sunday of the Year

Do not be afraid


Thirteenth Sunday of the Year

Baptised in his death

Fourteenth Sunday of the Year

Shout with gladness


Fifteenth Sunday of the Year

The word does not return empty

Sixteenth Sunday of the Year

We cannot choose words to pray properly

Seventeenth Sunday of the Year
A treasure hidden in a field


Eighteenth Sunday of the Year

All you who are thirsty
Nineteenth Sunday of the Year

Battling with a heavy sea

Twentieth Sunday of the Year

So that he may have mercy on all


Twenty First Sunday of the Year

On this rock

Twenty Second Sunday of the Year
The way you think is not God’s way

Twenty Third Sunday of the Year
Love is the fulfilling of the law

Twenty Fourth Sunday of the Year
(Our life and death) has its influence on others
Twenty Fifth Sunday of the Year

My thoughts are not you thoughts
Twenty Sixth Sunday of the Year
He shall certainly live
Twenty Seventh(Emigrant) Sunday
He expected justice but found bloodshed


Twenty Eighth Sunday (Day for Life)
A banquet of rich food
Twenty Ninth (Mission) Sunday

Put out into the deep

Thirtieth Sunday of the Year

You are now waiting for Jesus to come
Thirty First Sunday of the Year

You have only one Teacher




Thirty Second Sunday of the Year
You do not know either the day or the hour

Thirty Third Sunday of the Year

He entrusted his property to them

Christ the King



You did it to me
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Let us go up to the mountain of the Lord (First Reading)

Advent reminds us that life is a journey. For each of us the journey will end in death. It may end unexpectedly – as with those who ‘suspected nothing till the Flood came and swept all away’ (Gospel). We need to make ourselves ready for our journey’s end so that we can enter into eternal joy when God welcomes those who have lived in the light (Second Reading).

Sacred Scripture calls this mysterious renewal, which will transform humanity and the world, ‘new heavens and a new earth’.  It will be the definitive realisation of God’s plan to bring everything under a single head, ‘all things in Christ, things in heaven and things on earth’. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1043)

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Produce the appropriate fruit (Gospel)

Jesus, like John the Baptist, begins his preaching with the word, ‘Repent’ (Gospel, Mt 3:17). If we really want to accept the message of Jesus, we have to change our outlook; our lives need to be turned around (converted).  Advent is a time for turning; its fruit is a changed life.

The first work of the Holy Spirit is conversion, effecting justification in accordance with Jesus’ proclamation at the beginning of the Gospel: ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand’. (CCC 1989)

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Good News is proclaimed to the poor (Gospel)

Advent preparation is not just a private thing.  Preparing ourselves for the coming of Christ means preparing ourselves to share the everlasting joy on the faces of all those who are called along with us (First Reading). It means treating them as we would treat Christ himself: as often as we help or hurt them, we help or hurt him.

It is by what they have done for the poor that Jesus will recognise his chosen ones (Mt 25:31-36). When ‘the poor have the good news preached to them’, it is a sign of Christ’s presence. (CCC 2443)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

The Lord will give you a sign (First Reading)

The people of the Old Testament were expectant, as we are in Advent. But the coming of Christ has shown us the full meaning of the promise that the virgin would give birth to a Son called ‘God-with-us’.  We are waiting for him, the eternal Son, the second person of the Trinity, to come again.

When the Church celebrates the liturgy of Advent each year, she makes present this ancient expectancy of the Messiah, for by sharing in the long preparation for the Saviour’s first coming, the faithful renew their ardent desire for his second coming. (CCC 524)

CHRISTMAS DAY

The Lord bares his holy arm (First Reading, Day Mass)

When the prophet wrote of the Lord baring his holy arm, he no doubt envisaged some overwhelming display of might.  When the prophecy is fulfilled the mighty arm of God is seen as the arm of a baby lying in a stable.  God is with us; God joins our human family.

By his incarnation, the Son of God has in a certain way united himself with each individual.  He worked with human hands, he thought with a human mind.  He acted with a human will, and with a human heart he loved.  Born of the Virgin Mary, he has truly been made one of us in all things except sin. (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes 22)

THE HOLY FAMILY

May the peace of Christ reign (Second Reading)

Christ draws us towards the perfect fulfilment of peace. That peace can and should grow between husbands and wives, sons and daughters, brothers and sisters. That is how we are introduced not only into the human family, but into the family of God (cf. John Paul II, Familiaris Consortio 15).

The Christian family is a communion of persons, a sign and image of the communion of the Father and the Son in the Holy Spirit. In the procreation and education of children it reflects the Father’s work of creation.  It is called to partake of the prayer and work of Christ. Daily prayer and the reading of the Word of God strengthen it in charity. (CCC 2205)

EPIPHANY

All are assembling and coming towards you (First Reading)

This feast celebrates the revelation of Christ to the whole world.  At the same time it reminds us of the roots of our faith.  We are all sons and daughters of Abraham (Gal 3:7).  It is to God’s chosen people that the message was first proclaimed. Like the magi who came from the East all the nations will flock to the New Jerusalem.

The magi’s coming to Jerusalem in order to pay homage to the king of the Jews shows that they seek in Israel, in the messianic light of the star of David, the one who will be king of all nations. (CCC 528).

BAPTISM OF THE LORD

The Spirit of God descended like a dove (Gospel)

At the beginning of creation the Sprit of God was moving over the face of the waters (Gen 1:2).  Now the Spirit hovers over the waters of the Jordan because a new creation is beginning.  God the Father points to Jesus as his Beloved Son (Gospel) who is the light of nations (First Reading)

Jesus will be the source of the Spirit for all mankind.  At his baptism ‘the heavens were opened’ – the heavens Adam’s sin had closed – and the waters were sanctified by the descent of Jesus and the Spirit, a prelude to the new creation. (CCC 536).

SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Behold the Lamb of God (Gospel)

An unblemished lamb was killed and eaten on the feast of Passover. Christ, our Paschal Lamb has been sacrificed (I Cor 5:7) and he gave himself to his disciples as food and drink.  But Jesus the Lamb who was slain ‘is worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might and honour and glory and blessing’ (Rev 5:12).

(John) reveals that Jesus is at the same time the suffering Servant who silently allows himself to be led to the slaughter and who bears the sins of the multitudes, and also the Paschal Lamb, the symbol of Israel’s redemption at the first Passover. (CCC 608)

THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Follow me (Gospel)

Peter and Andrew hear the call of Jesus to join his chosen group of apostles. But God’s call comes not to a group but personally to each individual.  Everyone called to ministry, and every Christian, receives a personal call to follow him in their own role and in their own life.

Each (minister) is called personally: ‘You follow me’, in order to be a personal witness within the common mission, to bear personal responsibility before him who gives the mission, acting ‘in his person’ and for other persons… (CCC 878)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Gospel)

The Beatitudes turn expectations upside down. The poor, the mourners, the persecuted, those who work for justice and peace, those who are gentle and merciful and pure in heart will receive God’s promise. They, rather than those who fight their corner, who look out for their own interests, who are seen as successes will be happy in God’s kingdom.

The beatitude we are promised… teaches us that true happiness is not found in riches or well-being, in human fame or power, or in any human achievement – however beneficial it may be –… or indeed in any creature, but in God alone, the source of every good and of all love. (CCC 1723)

FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Faith depends on the power of God (Second Reading)

Faith is a gift.  It could never be produced simply by our own efforts. Faith accepts what God has first done. God fully reveals himself to us in Christ. God’s grace also gives us the ability to accept that revelation and its implications for us. Without that grace no one could take a single step towards responding to God’s call (Council of Trent).

When Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, Jesus declared to him that this revelation did not come ‘from flesh and blood’ but from ‘my Father who is in heaven’.  Faith is a gift of God, a supernatural virtue infused by him. (CCC 153).

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

Not on bread alone (Gospel)

The tempter suggests that Jesus should put his trust in material comfort, popularity, political power. They are familiar temptations. Jesus prepared for this moment by forty days of fast.  Through our observance of Lent, we try to live more fully by the words that come from the mouth of God – and especially by the Word made flesh.

Through all the words of Sacred Scripture, God speaks only one single Word, his one Utterance in whom he expresses himself completely… In Sacred Scripture, the Church constantly finds her nourishment and her strength for she welcomes it… ‘as what it really is, the word of God’ (CCC 101, 104).

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

Listen to him (Gospel)

Listening to the Son is not just learning facts and rules. It is above all a prayerful listening to come to personal knowledge of Jesus and the Father who sent him. If we really listen, we are changed, because God’s word does not return empty; it accomplishes God’s purpose (Is 55:11).

Contemplative prayer is hearing the Word of God.  Far from being passive, such attentiveness is the obedience of faith, the unconditional acceptance of a servant and the loving commitment of a child. It participates in the ‘Yes’ of the Son become servant and the Fiat [let it be] of God’s lowly handmaid (CCC 2716).

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
A spring welling up to eternal life (Gospel)

Jesus tells the Samaritan woman that the most important thing is not whether one worships in the Temple or elsewhere. When we pray, and especially when we pray together, we are God’s temple, worshipping in spirit and in truth. When we gather in the name of Christ, he is with us; we are his Body.

What matters above all is that, when the faithful assemble… they are living stones gathered to be built into a spiritual house. For the Body of the risen Christ is the spiritual temple from which the source of living water springs forth (CCC 1179).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

The Lord looks at the heart (First Reading)

The sacrifices of Lent show us that what we own, what we rely on, what we achieve, are not as important as we often think. Lent is a time for putting first things first. What matters is that our eyes be opened (Gospel), that we live in the light (Second Reading) and commit ourselves to Jesus. The life of the Christian, and of the Church, is about becoming holy.

The Church’s structure is totally ordered to the holiness of Christ’s members. And holiness is measured according to the “great mystery” in which the Bride responds with the gift of love to the gift of the Bridegroom. Mary goes before us all in the holiness that is the Church’s mystery (CCC 773).

ST PATRICK’S DAY

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

I believe that you are the Christ (Gospel)

Jesus shows his power over death so that we would believe that the Father had sent him to lead us to our eternal home (Gospel). We believe in him through the preaching of Patrick and the witness of generations of Christians. As we prepare to celebrate his victory over death, we ask ourselves whether see him as the very meaning of our lives.

He was made man, defeated death and was received into heaven by the Father… We believe in him and look for his coming soon as judge of the living and the dead who will treat everyone according to their deeds. He has poured out the Holy Spirit on us in abundance, the gift and guarantee of eternal life (St Patrick, Confessions 4).

PASSION (Palm) SUNDAY

Let him be crucified! (Gospel)

In the reading of the Passion, the congregation takes the part of the crowd. And so we find ourselves shouting “Let him be crucified!”  That is uncomfortably appropriate. Jesus died for all human sins. He died not just because of the crowd who called for his death, or the apostles who deserted him.  He died for our sins.  As we celebrate the greatness of his love for us this week, we feel a particular responsibility for his death.

Taking into account the fact that our sins affect Christ himself, the Church does not hesitate to impute to Christians the gravest responsibility for the torments inflicted on Jesus, a responsibility with which they have all too often burdened the Jews alone (CCC 598).

EASTER DAY

Death has no power over him (Second Reading, Vigil)

The certainty of death hangs over every human life. In every human heart lies the fundamental question about what life means and where it leads. Today we celebrate our faith that God’s eternal Son has died, as we must do, to show us that death with him is the gateway to a world in which our deepest questions are answered and our deepest longings fulfilled.

Death is transformed by Christ.  Jesus, the Son of God, also himself suffered the death that is part of the human condition. Yet, despite his anguish as he faced death, he accepted it as an act of complete and free submission to his Father’s will.  The obedience of Jesus has transformed the curse of death into a blessing (CCC 1009).

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Divine Mercy Sunday
New birth in his great mercy (Second Reading)

Jesus offers us peace and forgiveness through the gift of the Holy Spirit working in the Church (Gospel). God loves us not because of our achievements, our devotion or our qualities. The Father invites us to be his children with a love that we have done nothing to deserve, simply because that is who God is – love. God’s forgiveness is always freely offered, especially in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.

Our justification comes from the grace of God.  Grace is favour, the free and undeserved help that God gives us to respond to his call to become children of God, adoptive sons, partakers of the divine nature and of eternal life (CCC 1996).

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

He explained the scriptures to us (Gospel)

The disciples travelling along the road were familiar with the message of the prophets. It was only as they listened to Jesus walking beside them that they understood its full meaning.  How seriously have we tried to hear that message in our lives? The recent growth in the practice of lectio divina as a way of praying and hearing the scriptures is a great blessing for the Church.

The Church forcefully and specifically exhorts all the Christian faithful to learn the surpassing knowledge of Jesus Christ by frequent reading of the divine Scriptures. ‘Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of Christ’ [St Jerome] (CCC 133).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Vocations Sunday

So that they may have life (Gospel)

Christians are called to serve each other, because Christ suffered for us to bring us life. The Good Shepherd knows cares about each of us. Today we begin a pilgrimage of prayer, more urgent than in the past, that people may hear the call to follow him in religious life; we pray especially that those he calls to serve his people in the priesthood may respond willingly.

The exercise of this authority [of Holy Orders] must be measured against the model of Christ who by love made himself the least of all and the servant of all. The Lord said clearly that concern for his flock was proof of love of him (CCC 1551).

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

How can we know the way? (Gospel)

Important decisions had to be made about how to carry on the mission of Christ (First Reading). Together with the whole community, the apostles came to a decision; they chose seven men, filled with the Spirit and with wisdom, to be deacons. In our own days, we too must look together and with wisdom at how to carry on the Church’s mission in a new century.

… the more we are docile to the promptings of grace, the more we grow in inner freedom and confidence during trials… By the working of grace, the Holy Spirit educates us in spiritual freedom in order to make us free collaborators in his work in the Church and in the world (CCC 1742).

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Always have your answer ready (Second Reading)

What the world of today asks of us believers is that we should not only ‘speak’ of Christ, but ‘show’ Christ to them (Novo Millennio Ineunte 16). If we are not effective witnesses, could that be because we do not know Christ well enough ourselves, and reverence him in our hearts? (Second Reading)

It is intrinsic to faith that a believer desires to know better the One in whom he has put his faith, and to understand better what He has revealed; a more penetrating knowledge will in turn call forth a greater faith, increasingly set afire by love (CCC 158).

ASCENSION OF THE LORD

World Communications Day

I am with you always (Gospel)

Jesus is taken from the sight of the apostles into the cloud which symbolises his Father’s glory.  He will no longer walk with his disciples as he did during his earthly life.  But he is with us in a new kind of presence, full of the promise of life with him in glory. He has passed out of our sight, “not to abandon us but to be our hope” (Preface). We are to be witnesses of that hope in the world.

Jesus Christ, the head of the Church, precedes us into the Father’s glorious kingdom so that we, the members of his Body, may live in the hope of one day being with him forever (CCC 666).

PENTECOST SUNDAY

Like a powerful wind from heaven (First Reading)

The coming of the Holy Spirit transformed the apostles. After Calvary they gathered behind locked doors for fear of the Jews. Now, filled with the Holy Spirit, they went out to tell everyone about Jesus. They overcame all language barriers, and later they travelled the known world.  The Spirit can also transform our fear and discouragement.

The Spirit manifests the risen Lord to (people), recalls his words to them and opens their minds to the understanding of his death and Resurrection. He makes present the mystery of Christ supremely in the Eucharist, in order to reconcile them, to bring them into communion with God, that they may ‘bear much fruit’ (CCC 737)

THE MOST HOLY TRINITY

God loved the world so much (Gospel)

We can often feel battered and uncertain.  Sometimes we fear there is no one or nothing we can rely on.  The truth is that the infinitely reliable, loving, merciful God is within us.  The all-powerful life of the Blessed Trinity flows in us. 

O my God, Trinity whom I adore… Grant my soul peace.  Make it your heaven, your beloved dwelling and the place of your rest. May I never abandon you there, but may I be there, whole and entire, completely vigilant in my faith, entirely adoring and wholly given over to your creative action (Blessed Elizabeth of the Trinity, quoted in CCC 260).

THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

To humble you, to test you (First Reading)

When things are going well, there is a temptation to trust in ourselves. Our own achievements and talents cannot save us. The years in the desert taught the Jews that we do not live on bread alone but on God’s word. The Word of God was made flesh for us and now comes to us as real food and drink.

The Church knows that the Lord comes even now in his Eucharist and that he is there in our midst. However, his presence is veiled.  Therefore we celebrate the Eucharist ‘awaiting the blessed hope and the coming of our Saviour, Jesus Christ, asking to ‘share in your glory when every tear will be wiped away…’ (CCC 1404)

TENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

He hoped and he believed (First Reading)

Abraham thought his hope could not be fulfilled; the people of Israel could not live up to God’s call; the tax collectors knew that they were sinful. It is the people who continue to trust in spite of their weaknesses and failures who receive the love of God which is as certain as the dawn (First Reading).

Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the Kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit (CCC 1817)

ELEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

He summoned his twelve apostles (Gospel)

The apostles were chosen not for their own benefit but in order to be sent out to ‘proclaim that the kingdom of heaven is close at hand’ (Gospel).  God’s call is never for the sake of one’s own glory but always for the service of others and of the Gospel.

The whole Church is apostolic in that she remains, through the successors of St Peter and the other apostles, in communion of faith and life with her origin; and in that she is ‘sent out’ into the whole world.  All members of the Church share in that mission, though in various ways (CCC 863).

TWELFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Do not be afraid (Gospel)

Already the new century has given many reasons to be afraid.  Foot and mouth disease and September 11th both revealed how fragile our world is and how unreliable our expectations are.  But everything is in the hands of our loving Father.  The life he shares with us is stronger than any evil.

Jesus asks for childlike abandonment to the providence of our heavenly Father who takes care of his children’s smallest needs: ‘Therefore do not be anxious, saying, “What shall we eat?” or “What shall we drink?” … Your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things shall be yours as well (CCC 305).

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY 

Baptised in his death (Second Reading)

Nobody else should come before our loyalty to Jesus (Gospel). He is the one who offers new life to us and to all those we love.  Christian tradition has always recognised the martyr as the most eloquent witness to loving Christ above everything, even one’s own life.  Tomorrow we celebrate the feast of St Oliver Plunkett, the only canonised Irish martyr.

Neither the pleasures of the world nor the kingdoms of this age will be of any use to me.  It is better for me to die in order to unite myself to Christ Jesus than to reign over the ends of the earth (St Ignatius of Antioch, quoted in CCC 2474)

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY 

Shout with gladness (First Reading)

The French author George Bernanos imagined an atheist addressing a Christian congregation. The atheist had only one question, “Where do you hide your joy?”  We do not have to live unspiritual lives, doomed to die (Second Reading). We are filled with the Spirit, the giver of life and freedom. Maybe we are too ‘learned and clever’ (Gospel) to understand that?

As Christian experience attests especially in prayer, the more docile we are to the promptings of grace, the more we grow in inner freedom and confidence during trials, such as those we face in the pressures and constraints of the outer world. (CCC 1742)

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY 

The word does not return empty (First Reading)

The parable of the sower (Gospel) is a warning to those who do not receive the word of God into their hearts. But more importantly it stresses the confidence of Jesus that in rich soil the seed will bear enormous fruit. It will produce not simply a portion of what God hoped; it will succeed in all that it was sent to do (First Reading).  The Word is God (Jn 1:1)

Throughout all the words of Sacred Scripture, God speaks only one single Word, his one Utterance in which he expresses himself completely (CCC 102).

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY 

We cannot choose words to pray properly (Second Reading)

We do not know how the great problems facing the world can be solved.  If we were given the power to arrange the future, we would not know what to do.  Yet thousands of young people will gather in Toronto this week, looking to the future with hope, because they will gather in the name of Jesus and trusting in his Father who cares for everything (First Reading).

When the light fades or vanishes altogether, we no longer see things as they really are. In the heart of the night we can feel frightened and insecure, and we impatiently await the coming of the light of dawn. Dear young people, it is up to you to be the watchmen of the morning (cf. Is 21:11-12) who announce the coming of the sun who is the Risen Christ! (PopeJohn Paul’s Message to Young People for World Youth Day 2002).

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY 

A treasure hidden in a field (Gospel)

A secularised society likes to keep religion in its place. At best it is to be one item among many in people’s lives – and one that should not intrude on other activities. Our relationship with God is not just one among many priorities.  We have to put him before all else. Solomon put the wisdom to know God’s plan before everything else – that is true wisdom.

When we say ‘God’ we confess a constant, unchangeable being, always the same, faithful and just, without any evil. It follows that we must necessarily accept his words and have complete faith in him and acknowledge his authority. He is almighty, merciful and infinitely beneficent (CCC 2086)

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY 

All you who are thirsty (First Reading)

“Getting and spending we lay waste our powers”, Wordsworth wrote. Life can be very pressurised, and at end of an exhausting week we may wonder what all the effort has been for. We understand our thirst and God’s response, only when we reflect and pray and allow God to speak to us. “Pay attention, come to me, listen and your soul will live” (First Reading). 

It is (Christ) who first seeks us and asks us for a drink (cf. Jn 4:7ff).  Jesus thirsts, his asking arises from the depths of God’s desire for us.  Whether we realise it or not, prayer is the encounter of God’s thirst with ours. God thirsts that we may thirst for him (CCC 2560).

NINETEENTH SUNDAY

Battling with a heavy sea (Gospel)

The disciples struggling in the boat represent the Church. Since Jesus himself was rejected and killed, his followers should also expect to meet opposition. We have to struggle to make the Gospel heard. But Jesus shows that the storm holds no terrors for him. He walks on the water and rebukes Peter for his weak faith.

Here below (the Church) knows that she is in exile from the Lord, and longs for the full coming of the Kingdom, when she will be ‘united in glory with her king’. The Church, and through her the world, will not be perfected in glory without great trials (CCC 769).

TWENTIETH SUNDAY

So that he may have mercy on all (Second Reading)

Foreigners will be brought to God’s holy mountain (First Reading); pagans hear the word of God (Second Reading); the Canaanite woman’s prayer was heard (Gospel). The Good News is for everyone. There is no place for prejudice or racism. People of every race and nation are called to be the one family of God.

All nations form but one community.  This is so because all stem from the one stock which God created to people the earth, and also because all share a common destiny, namely God (Vatican II, Decree on non Christian Religions, quoted in CCC 842)

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY

On this rock (Gospel)

Peter often did not seem to be very rocklike. He was impulsive – jumping out of the boat to walk on the water; he was weak – denying Jesus when things got difficult. The weakness of Peter ‘clearly shows that the Church is founded upon the infinite power of grace’. His need of mercy helps him to be a suitable minister of mercy (John Paul II, On Commitment to Ecumenism  91).

The Lord made Simon alone, whom he named Peter, the ‘rock’ of his Church.  He gave him the keys of his Church and instituted him shepherd of the whole flock (CCC 881).

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY

The way you think is not God’s way (Gospel)

Peter rebels against the idea that Jesus should suffer and be put to death (Gospel). In our own lives we find it hard to accept the suffering endured by those we love, and by ourselves.  But as followers of Christ, we have to take up our cross with him. God’s ways are high above our ways and God’s word does not return to him empty (cf. Is 55:9,11).

The desire to embrace his Father’s plan of redeeming love inspired Jesus’ whole life, for his redemptive passion was the very reason for his Incarnation (CCC 607).

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY

Love is the fulfilling of the law (Second Reading)

Sometimes people complain that religion is all about rules. The truth is that there are two commandments – love God with all your heart and soul and might, and love your neighbour as yourself.  All other commandments are expressions of that.

‘On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets’ (Mt 22:40). The Decalogue must be interpreted in the light of this twofold yet single commandment of love, the fullness of the Law (CCC 2055).

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY

The life and death of each.. has its influence on others (2nd Reading)

The servant (Gospel) who dealt so harshly with his fellow servant cannot have appreciated his master’s generosity. We are meant to treat each other with mercy because that is how God treats us and because we are to be signs of that divine mercy to one another.

‘Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it’ (I Cor 12: 27)… In this solidarity… which is founded on the communion of saints, the least of our acts done in charity redounds to the profit of all. Every sin harms this communion (CCC 953).

TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY

My thoughts are not your thoughts (First Reading)

The labourers who worked longer calculated that they should get more. That’s not how it is between God and us. It is not a matter of calculation because God is offering us a gift greater than we could ever earn, or ever imagine.

This vocation to eternal life… surpasses the power of the human intellect and will, as that of every other creature. The grace of Christ is the gratuitous gift that God makes to us of his own life, infused by the Holy Spirit into our soul to heal it and to sanctify it (CCC 1998-9).

TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY

He shall certainly live (First Reading)

The first son refused, but then he did as he was asked. The second son agreed to go, but then did not (Gospel). This teaches us two lessons – we must respond to God in deeds as well as words and it is never too late to turn back to God who is always ready to receive us (First Reading).

Conversion is first of all a work of the grace of God who makes our hearts return to him: ‘Restore us to thyself, O Lord, that we may be restored’ (Lam 5:21). God gives us the strength to begin anew (CCC 1432).

TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY

Emigrant Sunday
He expected justice but found bloodshed (First Reading)

The Bible repeatedly tells of God’s disappointment with his people. God’s vineyard is not cared for (First Reading); God’s Son is rejected (Gospel). At the Last Supper, Jesus said to Philip, ‘still you do not know me’ (Jn 14:9).  There is a painful distance between us and the peace to which God calls us (Second Reading). We are still far from our true home in heaven and should live as exiles in reverent awe (I Pet 1:17).

Heaven is the ultimate end and fulfilment of the deepest human longings, the state of supreme, definitive happiness… The elect live ‘in Christ’ but they retain, or rather find, their true identity, their own name (CCC 1024-5).

TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY

Day for Life

A banquet of rich food (First Reading)

God offers fullness of life – a rich banquet, exultation and rejoicing, the destruction of death and sorrow (First Reading).  That fullness gathers up our lives on earth. All that is good in human life is transfigured by the creative power of God ‘as lavishly as only God can’ (Second Reading). Every human life, called to that fullness, is to be respected at each moment of its existence. Deliberate destruction of that extraordinary gift is a great wrong.

Human life is sacred because from its beginning it involves the creative action of God and it remains for ever in a special relationship with the Creator, who is its sole end. God alone is the Lord of life from its beginning until its end… (CCC 2258).

TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY

Mission Sunday
Put out into the deep (Gospel)

Pope John Paul said in Knock that each new generation is like a new continent. We are all called to bring the Gospel into a new continent. There are great challenges but we are sent so that the people of this new century may know that, apart from God, all is nothing (First Reading).

Missionary endeavour requires patience… There will be times of defeat. ‘With regard to individuals and groups and peoples it is only by degrees that [the Church] touches and penetrates them, and so receives them into a fullness which is Catholic [Vatican II Decree on the Missions]’ (CCC 854).

THIRTIETH SUNDAY

You are now waiting for Jesus to come (Second Reading)

When we mistreat one another, especially those who are weak (First Reading), we miss the whole point. The meaning of our lives is that we are waiting for Jesus to come to establish the new creation of justice, love and peace.  Only when we genuinely try to love all others as God loves us are we in harmony with that meaning.

The Church celebrates the mystery of her Lord ‘until he comes’, when God will be ‘everything to everyone’. Since the apostolic age the liturgy has been drawn toward its goal by the Spirit’s groaning in the Church: Marana tha! [Our Lord, come!] (CCC 1130)

THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY

You have only one Teacher (Gospel)

We learn in many ways from many people. But Jesus is the Truth, the Word through whom the universe was made. In him we see the truth about God, the truth about creation, the truth about ourselves: ‘It is only in the mystery of the Word made flesh that the mystery of humanity truly becomes clear’ (Vatican II, Church in the Modern World 22).

In Jesus, the same Word of God that had resounded on Mount Sinai to give the written law to Moses, made itself heard anew on the Mount of the Beatitudes (CCC 581).

THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY

Restorative Justice Week
You do not know either the day or the hour (Gospel)

Life is uncertain.  We do not know when our lives will end; we do not know what opportunities or challenges may arise. All of us fail to be vigilant; all of us fail to respond as we should (Gospel). Our task is to help one another, whatever our past failures, to understand that we are waiting for the Lord to come and to take us to stay with him forever (Second Reading).

Since we know neither the day nor the hour, we should follow the advice of the Lord and watch constantly so that, when the single course of our life is completed, we may merit to enter with him into the marriage feast and be numbered among the blessed… (Vatican II, Church 48, cf CCC 1036).

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY

He entrusted his property to them (Gospel)

This week priests and people from all over the diocese gather to look at some elements of the question: How can we know the way? (Jn 14:5). During the coming months we will try to address issues about how we use God’s gifts (Gospel): how to hear and speak the word of God in the new century, plan for the future, and reach out to others ecumenically, through missions, through social concern etc. They are questions for all of us.

I have given so many gifts and graces both spiritual and temporal, with such diversity that I have not given everything to one single person… I have willed that one should need another and that all should be my ministers in distributing the graces and gifts they have received from me (CCC 1937, St Catherine of Siena).

CHRIST THE KING

You did it to me (Gospel)

God cares for the lost, the wounded and the weak (First Reading). In the most deprived of our fellow human beings, we meet our God, the One who will judge us in their name.  Those who have loved others as God does will enter the kingdom of peace and love.

Would that you had known that my little ones were in need when I placed them on earth for you and appointed them your stewards to bring your good works into my treasury.  But you have placed nothing in their hands; therefore you have found nothing in my presence (St Augustine quoted in CCC 1039).
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