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LIFE IN THE CHURCH
[First Sunday of Advent to Epiphany was part of the Jubilee Year]
Christmas Season
Baptism of the Lord


A feeling of expectancy had grown






Ordinary Time [1]
Second Sunday of the Year

The Spirit is given to each person

Third Sunday of the Year

The people were in tears



Fourth Sunday of the Year

This text is being fulfilled



Fifth Sunday of the Year


I am a sinful man




Sixth Sunday of the Year

Like dry scrub in the wastelands


Seventh Sunday of the Year

Love your enemies




Eighth Sunday of the Year

Never give in






Lenten Season

First Sunday of Lent


You must worship the Lord your God



Second Sunday of Lent


It is wonderful for us to be here


Third Sunday of Lent


I mean to deliver them





Fourth Sunday of Lent


We are ambassadors for Christ


Fifth Sunday of Lent


I strain ahead


Passion (Palm) Sunday


Father, into your hands


Easter Season

Easter Sunday



The first sign of dawn



Second Sunday of Easter

Through our union in Jesus, I am your brother
Third Sunday of Easter


It is the Lord


Fourth Sunday of Easter (Vocations)
Filled with joy and the Holy Spirit


Fifth Sunday of Easter


Until we enter the kingdom of God


Sixth Sunday of Easter


A peace the world cannot give



The Ascension



They went back to Jerusalem full of joy

Pentecost



What sounded like a powerful wind




The Most Holy Trinity


At peace with God 



Body and Blood of Christ 

This is my body


Birth of John the Baptist


His coming was heralded by John
Ordinary Time [2]
Thirteenth Sunday of the Year

No one who looks back is fit

Fourteenth Sunday of the Year

He appointed seventy-two others

Fifteenth Sunday of the Year

The Church is his body

Sixteenth Sunday of the Year

It makes me happy to suffer for you

Seventeenth Sunday of the Year
Our Father


Eighteenth Sunday of the Year

Vanity of vanities


Nineteenth Sunday of the Year

Only faith can guarantee the blessings

Twentieth Sunday of the Year

So many witnesses in a great cloud

Twenty First Sunday of the Year

You taught in our streets



Twenty Second Sunday of the Year
God accepts the homage of the humble
Twenty Third Sunday of the Year
Carry the cross

Twenty Fourth Sunday of the Year
Rejoicing in heaven

Twenty Fifth Sunday of the Year

The master praised the dishonest steward
Twenty Sixth Sunday of the Year
A witness for the truth

Twenty Seventh (Emigrant) Sunday
Never be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord
Twenty Eighth Sunday of the Year
They cannot chain up the Good News

Twenty Ninth (Mission) Sunday

The need to pray continually
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year

So that the message might be proclaimed
Thirty First Sunday of the Year

We shall all be gathered round him



Thirty Second Sunday of the Year
They can no longer die


Thirty Third Sunday of the Year

Healing in its rays

Christ the King



First in every way




BAPTISM OF THE LORD

A feeling of expectancy had grown (Gospel)

Do we lack a feeling of expectancy? The cynic says ‘Blessed is the one who expects nothing; he shall not be disappointed’. But the truth is that to be human is to BE a great, unfulfilled expectation. We are made for something more than the whole created universe is capable of giving. 

You yourself encourage the human being to delight in praising you, because you have made us for yourself and our heart is restless until it rests in you. (St Augustine).

SECOND SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

The Spirit is given to each person (Second Reading)

No one person can understand, or even be aware of, all the issues arising in diverse areas like economics, medicine and science. But the Gospel can touch all of these areas, because in each of them there are Christian people who have been given the gift of the Spirit for that good purpose.  

If (politics, the mass media, science, technology, culture, education, industry and work) are guided by people who are true disciples of Christ and who are at the same time fully competent in the relevant secular knowledge and skill, then indeed will the world be transformed from within by Christ’s redeeming power (John Paul II in Limerick).

THIRD SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

The people were in tears (First Reading)

On hearing this reading we may feel that the people were being over dramatic. Are they not, however, closer to the truth than we?  In the Scriptures, the Creator of the Universe speaks to us. Is it not strange that we can often be so unmoved and unaffected by what we know to be the word of God?

In the sacred books the Father who is in heaven comes lovingly to meet his children and talks with them.  And such is the force and power of the word of God that it is the church’s support and strength, imparting robustness to the faith of its daughters and sons and providing food for their souls (Vatican II on Divine Revelation). 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

This text is being fulfilled (Gospel)

When Jesus applied the prophecy of Isaiah to himself, it was too much for the neighbours who had known him all his life. Religious truths, kept at a distance, heard simply as familiar words, make little impact. When they are seen as fresh, unexpected, challenging, when they touch our lives, they are uncomfortable. Only then do we really begin to understand them.

I must always be ready to marvel, to feel amazement; and the old things that I have celebrated for so many years must always appear to me as something new. The birth of Jesus, his passion, his death, the coming of the Holy Spirit. All these mysteries that gradually will become habit, must become fresh again, immediate. (Paul VI).

FIFTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

I am a sinful man (Gospel)

Isaiah and Peter are sent to bring God’s message to others (First Reading, Gospel). But first, each of them recognises that he is sinful. If we do not begin by recognising that what God’s message offers is greater than any human being deserves, we will end by proclaiming ourselves rather than Jesus Christ.

Awareness of our own sinfulness… is the first condition for salvation; the next is the confession of this sin before God… To save means to embrace and lift up with redemptive love, with love that is always greater than any sin (John Paul II, Crossing the Threshold of Hope).

SIXTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Like dry scrub in the wastelands (First Reading)

We talk about the rat race. We have an uneasy feeling that the things that occupy our minds and our time are not as important as we imagine.  The real purpose for which we exist is to give ourselves to God and to one another in love. Anything that does not serve this purpose is wasted effort. Like the dry scrub, it may involve a hard struggle, but it bears no fruit.

A person who is concerned solely or primarily with possessing and enjoying (things)… cannot be free: obedience to the truth about God and humanity is the first condition of freedom (John Paul II Centesimus Annus).

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Love your enemies (Gospel)

When a quarrel has been going on for a while, both sides have genuine grievances: “He started it”; “she made it worse”. If everyone keeps demanding his or her rights, there will be no reconciliation. Jesus teaches a different standard. We are to ask God to forgive us as we forgive others, to treat others, even enemies, as we would like them to treat us.

A world from which forgiveness was eliminated would be nothing but a world of cold and unfeeling justice, in the name of which each person would claim his or her own rights vis-à-vis others; the various kinds of selfishness… would transform life and human society into a system of oppression of the weak by the strong… (John Paul II, Dives in Misericordia).

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF THE YEAR

Never give in (Second Reading)

The suffering in the world is vast – war and famine, disease and bereavement, loneliness and disappointment. Where does it all lead? Is it all not under the shadow of death? The 2nd reading is triumphant. ‘Death is swallowed up in victory’. ‘In the Lord, you cannot be labouring in vain.’

(Jesus Christ) reveals to us that ‘God is love’ and… that the fundamental law of human perfection, and consequently of the transformation of the world, is the new commandment of love. He assures those who trust in the charity of God that the way of love is open to all and the effort to establish a universal communion will not be in vain (Vatican II, Church in the Modern World)

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT

You must worship the Lord your God (Gospel)

The devil puts before Jesus temptations that always face the Church and the individual Christian. We constantly feel the temptation to put our trust in something other than God – affluence, power, popularity. In Lent we learn to trust in Jesus as he trusted in his Father.

There is a temptation which perennially besets every spiritual journey and pastoral work: that of thinking that the results depend on our ability to act and plan… It is fatal to forget that without Christ we can do nothing. (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 38)

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT

It is wonderful for us to be here (Gospel)

The truth the disciples saw on the mountain was always there – Jesus fulfils the hopes and prophecies of the Old Testament (Moses and Elijah); he is God’s beloved Son. God tells the disciples, and tells us, to listen to his Son. We need to recognise him in silent prayer.

Only the experience of silence and prayer offers the proper setting for the growth and development of a true, faithful and consistent knowledge of that mystery which finds its culminating expression in the solemn proclamation… “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us …” (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 20)

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

I mean to deliver them (First Reading)

Today’s Gospel reads at first sight like a warning, but it is also a promise.  The barren tree is given another chance. The words of Jesus, “Unless you repent, you will likewise perish” imply that, if we do repent, we will not perish but will be healed and given new life.

My invitation (when I wrote about ‘Reconciliation and Penance’) was to make every effort to face the crisis of ‘the sense of sin’ apparent in today’s culture.  But I was even more insistent in calling for a rediscovery of Christ as… the one in whom God shows us his compassionate heart and reconciles us fully with himself. (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 37)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT

We are ambassadors for Christ (Second Reading)

Jesus Christ shows us that God, who brought his people to the Promised Land (First Reading) is like a father running out to welcome us (Gospel), reconciling us and bringing us into a new creation (Second Reading). How will others hear that Good News unless we share it?

Over the years, I have often repeated the summons to the new evangelisation. …We must… allow ourselves to be filled with the ardour of the apostolic preaching which followed Pentecost… This passion will not fail to stir in the Church a new sense of mission which cannot be left to a group of ‘specialists’ but must involve the responsibility of all the members of the People of God. (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 40)

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT

I strain ahead (Second Reading)

We are not eager enough! Our lives are not dominated by the magnificence of God’s promise. Our own hopes and expectations can loom very large, but they are puny and incomplete. Everything else is outweighed by the supreme advantage of knowing Jesus (Second Reading).

Let us go forward in hope! A new millennium is opening before the Church like a vast ocean upon which we shall venture, relying on the help of Christ… We can count on the power of the same Spirit who was poured out at Pentecost and who impels us still today to start out anew sustained by the hope which does not disappoint. (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 58)

PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY

Father into your hands (Gospel)

The story of Calvary is one of cruelty, horror and injustice.  But from another point of view it is the high point of humanity’s journey to God. Jesus, the perfect Man, gives himself without reserve and with total love into the hands of his Father. The goal of every human journey is to share in that self-giving and so to share in the glory of the risen Christ.

Jesus’ cry on the Cross… is not the cry of anguish of a man without hope, but the prayer of the Son who offers his life to the Father in love, for the salvation of all. At the very moment when he identifies with our sin, ‘abandoned’ by the Father, he ‘abandons’ himself into the hands of the Father.  His eyes remain fixed on the Father. (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 26).

EASTER SUNDAY

The first sign of dawn (Gospel, Vigil Mass)

At the Crucifixion, ‘darkness covered the whole earth’.   It seemed to symbolise the triumph of evil and brutality.  But ‘light shone in the darkness and darkness could not overpower it’ (Jn 1:5).  The light which had begun to shine when the women went to the tomb was the light of a new creation.

Christian thought spontaneously linked the Resurrection, which took place on ‘the first day of the week’, with the first day of that cosmic week which shapes the creation story in the Book of Genesis: the day of the creation of light. This link invited an understanding of the Resurrection as the beginning of a new creation… (John Paul II, On Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy, 24).

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

Through our union in Jesus I am your brother (Second Reading)

The disciples of Jesus are to be known by their love for one another (Jn 13:34).  In his resurrection, Jesus united us in his Body and led us towards the merciful welcome of his Father. The Church is first and foremost our unity in Christ, a communion in which, together, we contemplate the mystery of God’s life in us.

To make the Church the home and the school of communion: that is the great challenge facing us in the new millennium… if we wish to be faithful to God’s plan and respond to the world’s deepest yearnings... Let us have no illusions, unless we follow this spiritual path, external structures of communion will serve very little purpose. They would become mechanisms without a soul... (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 43)

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

It is the Lord (Gospel)

St John, who describes himself as ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’, was the first to recognise him. If we are to be witnesses to Christ, we must first recognise him ourselves.  Otherwise how can we respond to those who turn to us saying ‘We want to see Jesus’ (Jn 12:21)?

Our witness would be hopelessly inadequate if we ourselves had not first contemplated his face… At the end of the Jubilee, as we go back to our ordinary routine, storing in our hearts the treasures of this very special time, our gaze is more than ever firmly set on the face of the Lord. (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee, 16)

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Day of prayer for vocations

Filled with joy and the Holy Spirit (First Reading)

The number of seminarians in the world is rising. It is now almost twice what it was twenty-five years ago. Europe is the only continent where the picture is very different.  Each of us has an inescapable responsibility to pray for and to foster vocations to the priesthood and religious life. We need not be afraid to present it is a life called to share the joy that filled the apostles even when the preaching of the Good News proved difficult.

There is an urgent need, especially nowadays, for a more widespread and deeply felt conviction that all the members of the Church, without exception, have the grace and responsibility to look after vocations (John Paul II Pastores Dabo Vobis, On the Formation of Priests, 39.)

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

Until we enter the kingdom of God (First Reading)

Although Jesus is with us always, the pain of parting is obvious in today’s Gospel: “I shall not be with you much longer”.  He walks with us as we follow him on the road through death to new life. Yet we are waiting for him to come again to take us to himself. Paul and Barnabas put fresh heart into the disciples, reminding them that “We have all to experience many hardships before we enter the kingdom of God” (First Reading). 

In my estimation, all that we suffer in the present time is nothing in comparison with the glory which is destined to be disclosed for us, for the whole creation is waiting with eagerness for the children of God to be revealed (Rom 8:18,19).

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

A peace the world cannot give (Gospel)

We know how fragile peace can be. Peace processes struggle to survive; ceasefires collapse. Peace settlements, however carefully constructed, always appear as a threat to at least one side. Only God’s peace is large enough to provide a context where every human individual and group can feel at home in our Father’s house.

God our Father, open our minds and our hearts, to accept your peace. Teach us how we must change in order to be sharers with people of every race, language and way of life in your new creation.
ASCENSION OF THE LORD

They went back to Jerusalem full of joy (Gospel)

It seems strange that, after Jesus was taken from their sight, the apostles returned home full of joy. But witnesses to Good News should not be gloomy. The angels had told them that he would return as they had seen him go. They were to tell the world about the hope his call holds for us.

It would be very strange if this Good News, which evokes the alleluia of the Church did not give us the look of those who are saved.  The joy of being a Christian, of being united to the Church, of being ‘in Christ’, and in the state of grace with God is truly able to fill the human heart (Paul VI On Christian Joy).

PENTECOST

What sounded like a powerful wind (First Reading)

The image of the wind conveys the freedom of the Holy Spirit who blows, or breathes, where he wills (Jn 3:8).  It also conveys the great variety of the Spirit’s action, from the gale which uproots great trees to the gentle breeze which soothes and refreshes. In the life of the Holy Trinity, the Holy Spirit is eternally breathed forth by the Father and the Son.

The term ‘Spirit’ translates the Hebrew word ruah, which in its primary sense, means breath, air, wind.  Jesus indeed uses the sensory image of the wind to suggest to Nicodemus the transcendent newness of him who is personally God’s breath, the divine Spirit (Catechism of the Catholic Church 691).

TRINITY SUNDAY

At peace with God (Second Reading)

Great philosophers wondered whether the life of human beings could be of any interest to the gods. We believe in a God who more than a remote Creator, who is intimately intertwined with our lives.  God our Father loves us, sends his Son to die for us and together they pour the Holy Spirit into our hearts.

The Holy Trinity, pervading each human being from first to last, from head to foot, binds them all together.  The saints in each generation are joined to those who have gone before, and filled like them with light to become a golden chain in which each saint is a separate link (Simeon the New Theologian).

THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

This is my body (Second Reading)

The Eucharist is not just a sign of the presence of Jesus Christ. It IS his presence.  In the Eucharist, Jesus who was born of the Virgin Mary, who died on the Cross and who is now at the right hand of his Father is “truly, really and substantially present.”


At this time, it is my joy to reaffirm before Ireland and the whole world the wonderful teaching of the Catholic Church regarding Christ’s consoling presence in the Blessed Sacrament: his real presence in the fullest sense; the substantial presence by which the whole and complete Christ, God and man, is present (John Paul II, Phoenix Park 29 September 1979).

BIRTH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST

His coming was heralded by John (Second Reading)

Our cathedral is dedicated to John the Baptist. Like him, we should be heralds and witnesses to Christ. Faith in Christ does not seem as strong as it once was. There is little point in deploring that unless we ask ourselves about how well we witness to Christ. Every Christian should be a John the Baptist, pointing Jesus out to others: “Behold the Lamb of God”.

When the fullness of time comes, God crowns all his preparations by the sending of St John the Baptist, the last of the prophets, but whom he will render greater than Abraham, greater than all, as he himself declares: “Among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist “(Blessed Columba Marmion, Christ in his Mysteries)

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY

No one who looks back is fit (Gospel)

The request to ‘bury my father first’ sounds very reasonable, but in all likelihood the man’s father was not dead or even dying.  He wanted to wait until his inheritance came through!  But Jesus makes a very firm demand. Following him is not something to be fitted in among all one’s other obligations. It means leaving everything.

Lord Jesus, teach me to be generous, teach me to love and serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds, to work and not to seek for rest, to labour and to look for no reward save that of knowing that I do your holy will. (St Ignatius)

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY

He appointed seventy-two others (Gospel)

The call to preach the Gospel is not just for the apostles; it is for everyone.  Jesus appointed ‘seventy-two others’ (Gospel). “Missionary activity… is the task of all the Christian faithful” (Pope John Paul).  From 29 September to 21st October the celebration of “Mission Alive!” will recall the Irish missionary work of the twentieth century and look to the future with hope.

Through the Mission Alive experience may all of us work together to build your new Civilisation of Love. We make this our fervent prayer in union with Mary – Mother of the Church and its first missionary – through Christ our Lord and Saviour  (From the Mission Alive Prayer).

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY

The Church is his body (Second Reading)

St Paul tells the Christians of Colossae that the Church is the Body of Christ, and in him all things in the universe were created. The Church is not just a structure or an institution. It is above all the mystery of Christ’s continuing presence to which we belong because we share his Spirit.

A spirituality of communion… means an ability to think of our brothers and sisters in faith within the profound unity of the Mystical Body, and therefore as ‘those who are part of me’ (Pope John Paul, Novo Millennio Ineunte 43).

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY

It makes me happy to suffer for you (Second Reading)

Suffering is not a good thing, but it can remind us that the joy which will satisfy all our longings comes only from the healing love of God; it will be fully received only when we have passed through death with Christ.  Suffering can challenge us to remember that God’s power is greater than all our sufferings and all our fears.

I find that sufferings help greatly in detaching oneself from this earth. They make one look higher than this world.  Here on earth there is nothing that can completely satisfy us. (St Thérèse).

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY

Our Father (Gospel)

When we call God our Father we are recognising that we ought to have trust in him. He will respond generously to those who ask him. Abraham is humble, yet insistent. His prayer was answered: “On the day I called, you answered me, O Lord” (Responsorial Psalm).

Holiness… does not consist in this or that practice; it consists in a disposition of heart which makes us humble and small in the arms of God, knowing our weakness and having confidence, even to the point of being audacious, in God’s fatherly goodness (St Thérèse)

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY

Vanity of vanities (First Reading)

It is not true that ‘it will all be the same in a hundred years’. People can make a lasting difference. But many of the concerns that fill our minds and absorb our energies are not the things that will make a lasting difference. Like the goods piled up by the rich man (Gospel) they may seem very unimportant in the context of eternity.

Ours is a time of continual movement which often leads to restlessness, with the risk of ‘doing for the sake of doing’… In this regard we should recall how Jesus reproved Martha: ‘You are anxious and troubled about many things; one thing is needful’ (Pope John Paul, Novo Millennio Ineunte 15).

NINETEENTH SUNDAY

Only faith can guarantee the blessings (Second Reading)

We place great reliance in our own plans and hopes. The truth is that they are fragile. Our plans are never big enough to bring about what we hope for – perfect peace, justice and love. Only God can create a peace large enough for every human being of every time in history to be at home in it.

In the name of Jesus Christ crucified and risen… we raise our voices and pray that the Love which is in the Father may once again be revealed at this stage of history, and that, through the work of the Son and Holy Spirit, it may be shown… to be more powerful than evil; more powerful than sin and death (Pope John Paul, On the Mercy of God, 15).

TWENTIETH SUNDAY

So many witnesses in a great cloud (Second Reading)

The Gospel does not come to us simply as words written on a page.  It comes to us as a way of life lived down the centuries by martyrs and saints, and by people whose apparently ordinary lives were filled with faithfulness, generosity, courage and prayerful faith. 

I thank the Lord that… he has enabled me to beatify and canonise a large number of Christians, and among them many lay people who attained holiness in the most ordinary circumstances of life. The time has come to re-propose wholeheartedly to everyone this high standard of ordinary Christian living (Pope John Paul, Novo Millennio Ineunte 31).

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY

You taught in our streets (Gospel)

Almost anything can be taken for granted, even our religion. Familiarity can disguise the challenge.  To hear the wonder of the message we need the gift of wonder and awe in God’s presence. Hearing Jesus ‘teaching in our streets’ should change lives, not lead to complacency.

The word of God is something alive and active: it cuts more incisively than any two-edged sword… No created thing is hidden from him; everything is uncovered and stretched fully open to the eyes of the one to whom we must give an account of ourselves (Heb 4:12,13).

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY

God accepts the homage of the humble (First Reading)

The lesson that we spend our whole lives learning is that our hope lies only in God.  We like to think that our gifts or our achievements or our good standing might somehow impress the God who made them all out of nothing!

No, I don’t regard myself as a great saint! I believe I am a very little saint: but I think that the good God has been pleased to put in me things which do good to me and to others (St Thérèse).

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY

Carry the cross (Gospel)
We refer to our pains and disappointments as ‘crosses’, associating them with the suffering of Christ. But taking up one’s cross in the time of Jesus meant more than that – it meant being parted from everything – family, friends, possessions, hopes – and facing an agonising, humiliating, public death. Taking up our cross means following him without limits, or supports.

When I behold the wondrous cross, / On which the prince of glory died,

My richest gain I count but loss, / And pour contempt on all my pride...

Were all the realm of nature mine, / It would be offering far too small;

Love so amazing, so divine, / Demands my soul, my life, my all. (I. Watts)

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY

Rejoicing in heaven (Gospel)

“It’s up to him to make the first move!” we say; or “She started it!”  That is not how God treats us when we sin.  Although we are in the wrong, God makes the first move, seeking lost sheep, searching for the lost coin, running to meet the straying son before he can even begin to apologise (Gospel).  As God forgives us, so we should forgive each other (Col 3:13).

Forgive your neighbour the wrong he has done, and then your sins will be forgiven when you pray.  Does anyone harbour anger against another and expect healing from the Lord?  If one has no mercy toward another like himself can he then seek pardon for his own sins? (Eccl 28: 2-4) 

TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY

The master praised the dishonest steward (Gospel)

Jesus does not approve the dishonesty of the unjust steward.  He points to how the man focussed all his attention on responding to a crisis in his life.  The steward’s determination contrasts with the children of light who fail to show a similar urgency in responding to the far more crucial challenge Jesus puts to them – to turn to God with all their heart and soul and might. 

God, our Father, you are the source of my being and of my hope. When I am tempted to forget you or to regard you as merely one of the many demands on my attention, help me to turn to you with all my heart and soul.  Help me to know that you alone are my God.

TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY

A witness for the truth (Second Reading)

Tomorrow the Month of the Missions begins, appropriately, with the feast of St Thérèse.  Jesus witnessed to the truth, as did his followers (Second Reading). St. Thérèse knew that being an apostle – a messenger of the Gospel – was an essential part of her Carmelite vocation. It is part of the vocation of every Christian to be a witness to the Good News

Over the years I have often repeated the summons to the new evangelisation. I do so again now, especially in order to insist that we must rekindle in ourselves the impetus of the beginnings and allow ourselves to be filled with the ardour of the apostolic preaching which followed Pentecost. (John Paul II, At the Close of the Great Jubilee 40)

TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY

Emigrant Sunday
Never be ashamed of witnessing to the Lord (Second Reading)
In Ireland there are thousands of people who are far from their homeland; Irish people are to be found in every corner of the world. The welcome we give to immigrants and the Christian lives of Irish emigrants abroad can communicate the truth of the Gospel in a restless world.

God our Father, we ask your protection on those who are far from home.  May they experience a welcome that foreshadows your welcoming love.  

Strengthen and inspire Irish Christians who live in other countries, so that they may be faithful witnesses to you.

TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY

They cannot chain up the Good News (Second Reading)

Missionaries from every part of the diocese established new parishes and dioceses, built schools and hospitals, shared the Good News in every continent. Men and women from many parishes work now as missionaries in foreign lands. We should be more aware of the missionary heritage of our country and of our local areas which is being celebrated in the Mission Alive festival and should be remembered on Mission Sunday next week.

Father in heaven, we praise and thank you for the missionary spirit

you poured out in abundance on the people of Ireland.

Revive that dynamic generous spirit in us so that:

your name may be known and praised in every culture. 

(From the Mission Alive Prayer)

TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY

Mission Sunday

The need to pray continually (Gospel)

St Thérèse is Patroness of the Missions because of her prayer for missionaries, especially for the two priests she ‘adopted’, in China and Malawi. Today’s readings show the importance of continuous prayer.  The task that missionaries do is the task of every Christian – to make Christ known. They deserve and need the support of our prayer.

Prayer should accompany the journey of missionaries so that the proclamation of the Gospel will be effective through God’s grace… The sacrifice of missionaries should be shared and accompanied by the sacrifices of all the faithful… (By offering their sufferings to God for missionaries) the sick themselves become missionaries. (Pope John Paul, Redemptoris Missio 78)

THIRTIETH SUNDAY

So that the message might be proclaimed (Second Reading)

St Paul gives thanks that the Lord stood by him so that through him “the whole message might be proclaimed for all the pagans to hear” (Second Reading). Proclaiming the whole message is a task for every local community and every individual.  The whole Church and everyone in it is called to be missionary.

The Lord is always calling us to come out of ourselves and to share with others the goods we possess, starting with the most precious gift of all – our faith. The effectiveness of the Church’s organisations, movements, parishes and apostolic works must be measured in the light of this missionary imperative. (Pope John Paul, Redemptoris Missio 49)

THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY

We shall all be gathered round him (Second Reading)

We pray for those who have died that we will be gathered with them, and with people of every race and every period of history, when Jesus comes again (Second Reading). We are challenged every day, like Zacchaeus, to respond joyfully and wholeheartedly to the call of Jesus to follow him on the road to the fulfilment of all God’s promises.

Merciful Father, hear our prayers and console us.

As we renew our faith in your Son, whom you raised from the dead,

strengthen our hope that all our departed brothers and sisters

will share in his resurrection,

who lives and reigns with you and with the Holy Spirit for ever and ever.

(Mass of All the Faithful Departed)

THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY

They can no longer die (Gospel)

The Sadducees could only think of heaven as a continuation of this life (Gospel). We will indeed be raised; we will indeed be reunited, but, those who are filled with the vision of God will find their relationships with God and each other enriched and transformed in ways we cannot imagine.

We shall be with Christ and ‘we shall see God’ (cf. I Jn 3:2), and it is in these promises and marvellous mysteries that our hope essentially consists.  Our imagination may be incapable of reaching these heights, but our heart does so instinctively and completely. (Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith)

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY

Healing in its rays (First Reading)

Today’s readings are full of disasters – fire, destruction and war, but they also express a promise: those who endure will win their lives; there will be healing in the rays of the sun of righteousness. Following Jesus is a struggle, with no guarantees that the road will be easy, with many occasions that call for courageous witness, but it is the road to eternal life.

In my estimation, all that we suffer in the present time is nothing in comparison with the glory which is destined to be disclosed for us, for the whole of creation is waiting with eagerness for the children of God to be revealed. (Rom 8: 18,19)

CHRIST THE KING

First in every way (Second Reading)

A criminal dying on a cross recognised that Jesus, also dying in agony, was entering into his Kingdom.  In Jesus, he glimpsed something of the extraordinary truth: here nailed to a cross was the first-born of all creation and the first born from the dead.  Jesus was leading us into Paradise, into the glory he had with his Father before the world was made (Jn 17:5).

(Jesus) unveiled the authentic content of his messianic kingship both in the transcendent identity of the Son of Man ‘who came down from heaven’, and in his redemptive mission as the Suffering Servant… Hence the true meaning of his kingship is revealed only when he is raised high on the cross. (Catechism of the Catholic Church 440)
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