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Advent 1999 to Epiphany 2001
         THE GREAT JUBILEE

Advent Season
First Sunday of Advent  



Waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ


Second Sunday of Advent


Make his paths straight



Third Sunday of Advent



A witness to speak for the light
Fourth Sunday of Advent


Do not be afraid, Mary

Christmas Season
Christmas Day




The Word was made flesh


Holy Family




My eyes have seen salvation


Second Sunday of Christmas


A light that darkness cannot overpower

Epiphany




The nations come to your light
Baptism of the Lord



My favour rests on you


Ordinary Time [1]
Second Sunday of the Year


Come and see




Third Sunday of the Year


Repent and believe the Good News

Fourth Sunday of the Year


He taught them with authority


Fifth Sunday of the Year



The slave of all


Sixth Sunday of the Year


Jesus stretched out and touched him

Seventh Sunday of the Year


Who can forgive sins but God

Eighth Sunday of the Year


You are a letter from Christ


Ninth Sunday of the Year


Observe the Sabbath day


Lenten Season
First Sunday of Lent



A covenant for all generations


Second Sunday of Lent



He will not refuse anything he can give

Third Sunday of Lent



I brought you out of the house of slavery

Fourth Sunday of Lent



They prefer darkness to the light


Fifth Sunday of Lent



Deep within them I will plant my law


Passion (Palm) Sunday



I shall go before you to Galilee


Easter Season
Easter Sunday




We have eaten and drunk with him


Second Sunday of Easter


None of their members was ever in want

Third Sunday of Easter



Peace be with you


Fourth Sunday of Easter


What we are to be in the future


Fifth Sunday of Easter



Remain part of the vine


Sixth Sunday of Easter



No greater love



The Ascension
(Communications)

Go out into the whole world


Pentecost




Filled with the Holy Spirit



The Most Holy Trinity



Was there ever a word so majestic


Body and Blood of Christ 


The perfect sacrifice to God


Ordinary Time [2]
Thirteenth Sunday of the Year


Power went out from him


Fourteenth Sunday of the Year


When I am weak, I am strong


Fifteenth Sunday of the Year


Take nothing for the journey


Sixteenth Sunday of the Year


Come away to some lonely place

Seventeenth Sunday of the Year

What is that among so many?


Transfiguration




It is wonderful for us to be here


Nineteenth Sunday of the Year


Strengthened by that food

Twentieth Sunday of the Year


Come and eat my bread

Twenty First Sunday of the Year


Do you want to go away too?
Twenty Second Sunday of the Year

The message of truth
Twenty Third Sunday of the Year

The eyes of the blind shall be opened
Twenty Fourth Sunday of the Year

The way you think is not God’s way

Twenty Fifth Sunday of the Year


Last of all and servant of all

Twenty Sixth Sunday of the Year

Your wealth is all rotting

Twenty Seventh Sunday of the Year

The two become one body



Twenty Eighth Sunday of the Year

What must I do?

Twenty Ninth (Mission) Sunday


Not to be served but to serve
Thirtieth Sunday of the Year


Master, let me see again

Thirty First Sunday



The first of all the commandments



Thirty Second Sunday of the Year

This poor widow has put in more


Thirty Third Sunday of the Year


The Son of Man coming in the clouds

Christ the King




Are you the King of the Jews?

Advent Season
First Sunday of Advent



I am going to fulfil the promise
Second Sunday of Advent


Prepare a way for the Lord
Third Sunday of Advent



So much greater than we can understand
Fourth Sunday of Advent


Mary went as quickly as she could
Christmas Season
Christmas Day




They shout for joy
The Holy Family



We are already the children of God
The Epiphany




The nations come to your light
End of the Great Jubilee
I am sure, dear friends, that you too will be as good as those who preceded you. You will carry the proclamation of Christ into the new millennium. When you return home, do not grow lax. Reinforce and deepen your bond with the Christian communities to which you belong. From Rome, from the City of Peter and Paul, the Pope follows you with affection and, paraphrasing Saint Catherine of Siena’s words, reminds you: “If you are what you should be, you will set the whole world ablaze!” (cf. Letter 368).  

(John Paul II Homily for the Closing of World Youth Day, Tor Vergata Rome, Sunday 20 August 2009)
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Waiting for our Lord Jesus Christ (2nd Reading)

The Jewish people waited centuries for the coming of the Messiah to be sent by God, their Father and their Redeemer (1st Reading). We are about to begin a year of remembering the two thousandth anniversary of his coming.  In Advent we recall that we are waiting for him to be revealed at the end of time. Are we ‘ready to greet him when he comes again’? Do we ‘wait in joyful hope’?
Lord Jesus,

fullness of time and Lord of history,

prepare our minds to celebrate with faith

the great Jubilee of the year 2000

so that it might be a year of grace and mercy.
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Make his paths straight (1st Reading, Gospel)

The Lord is patient, wanting everyone to change their ways (2nd Reading).  The end of every year is a time of looking back, partly with regret, on the events of the year. We make, or at least think of making, New Year resolutions because we want to do better.  The end of the 1900s is a call to renewal of our lives.
Acknowledging the weaknesses of the past is an act of honesty and courage which helps us to strengthen our faith, which alerts us to face today’s temptations and challenges and prepares us to meet them.  (Pope John Paul II, Tertio Millennio Adveniente [on Preparation for the Jubilee Year].)

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

A witness to speak for the light (Gospel)

The Good News is to be brought to the poor, the broken hearted, the captives. Every Christian is a bearer of the Good News. It should be possible for people to see that the Gospel makes a difference to our lives – bringing joy (1st Reading), peace and holiness (2nd Reading), making straight God’s paths by renewal of our lives (Gospel).
Sometimes, lay men and women do not seem to appreciate to the full the dignity that is theirs as lay people No, there is no such thing as an ‘ordinary lay person’. As God’s holy people you are called to fulfil your role in the evangelisation of the world. (Pope John Paul II, in Limerick)
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Do not be afraid, Mary (Gospel)

At the beginning of his pontificate, Pope John Paul spoke the words “Do not be afraid. Open wide the doors to Christ.”  He wished those words to set the tone of his ministry as Pope. In his first encyclical, Redemptor Hominis, he already looked towards the year 2000 as “the year of a great Jubilee. At the end of this week, on Christmas Day, we begin our celebration of that Jubilee.
Reflection

Every time Christ exhorts us to have no fear… he means: 

Do not be afraid of God, but invoke him with me: ‘Our Father’.  
Do not be afraid to say ‘Father’!

(Pope John Paul, Crossing the Threshold of Hope, p. 6.)

CHRISTMAS DAY
The Word was made flesh (Gospel)
The Church begins the celebration of the Jubilee Year on Christmas Day rather than on New Years Day.  The reason the year we are about to begin is called ‘2000’ is that two thousand years have passed since the Son of God became a member of our human family

Blessed are you Father, who, in your infinite love,

gave us your only-begotten Son.

By the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate

in the spotless womb of the Virgin Mary

and was born in Bethlehem two thousand years ago.

(From Pope John Paul’s Prayer for the Jubilee Year)   

THE HOLY FAMILY
My eyes have seen the salvation (Gospel)

Jesus shared the experience of growing up in a family.  Most of his life was lived in the family home. No doubt, like all of us, the words he spoke were coloured by the experience of his early years.  And yet his words were the words of God.  Family life and every human experience have been touched and transformed by him.

Let us learn from Nazareth that the formation received at home is gentle and irreplaceable.  Let us learn the prime importance of the role of the family in the social order.  (Pope Paul VI)

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

A light that darkness cannot overpower (Gospel)
The fact that Jesus has lived our life in our world casts a new light on everything.  He leads the way, along a path he travelled himself, to a life which is beyond every suffering, every limitation, even death itself. Nothing, however dark, can extinguish the light he shed on every corner of our lives.

He became our companion on life’s path 

and gave a new meaning to our history, the journey we make together,

in toil and suffering, in faithfulness and love,

towards a new heaven and a new earth where You,

once death is vanquished, will be all in all.

(From Pope John Paul’s Prayer for the Jubilee Year)

EPIPHANY

The nations come to your light (First Reading)
Jesus was revealed to the wise men who travelled from the east to do him homage.  Faith is not a private thing – it is to be shared with the world.  Really celebrating this feast means asking ourselves what we are doing to make him known to others – praying for missionaries, keeping contact with them, witnessing to Christ in our own situations?  If other people cannot see the light of Christ in us, where will they see it?

Newness of life in Christ is the ‘Good News’ for men and women of every age; all are called to it and destined for it… The Church and every individual within it may never keep hidden or monopolise this newness and richness which has been received form God’s bounty in order to be communicated to all mankind. (Pope John Paul, Redemptoris Missio 11, Encyclical on the Missions)

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

My favour rests on you (Gospel)
When Jesus is baptised, the Spirit descends on him and the Father speaks, proclaiming Jesus as his beloved Son. We have been baptised in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. In our baptism, the Spirit descended on us, and the Father acknowledged us as sons and daughters in Christ.

The Christian must enter into this mystery of humble self-abasement and repentance, go down into the water with Jesus in order to rise with him, be reborn of water and the Spirit so as to become the Father’s beloved son in the Son and ‘walk in newness of life’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church 537).

SECOND SUNDAY
Come and see (Gospel)

In St John’s Gospel the first disciples are called with a question and an invitation: ‘What do you want?’ ‘Come and see.’  Do people, particularly young people, see the parish as offering what they are looking for?  Do they recognise the invitation to come and see the Gospel at work?  The Jubilee Year challenges us as a community – and as individuals – to make that question and invitation more clearly heard.

The parish must rediscover its vocation which is to be a fraternal and welcoming family home, where those who have been baptised and confirmed become aware of forming the People of God.  (Pope John Paul, Catechesi Tradendae 67, On Catechesis in our Time)

THIRD SUNDAY

Repent and believe the Good News (Gospel)
The first instruction Jesus gives when he begins to preach is “Repent”.  The Good News is not just another piece of information. It transforms everything  -- our priorities, our values, our whole approach to life.  A person who is not changed profoundly, has not really heard the message.  In particular, the Gospel calls us to love all our brothers and sisters as Christ does. 

May Christ’s followers show forth their love for the poor and the oppressed;

may they be one with those in need and abound in works of mercy;

may they be compassionate towards all, that they may themselves obtain

pardon and forgiveness from you.
(From Pope John Paul’s Prayer for the Jubilee Year)

FOURTH SUNDAY

He taught them with authority (Gospel)

Jesus taught with authority.  He was speaking not just about the Law of Moses and the history of the Chosen People but about the most central and profound truth which gives meaning to everything else. He was speaking about his Father who is more powerful than any evil and who is worthy of the love of all our heart and soul and mind.

O Word, who are Lord and God, the light by whom light was created…

Let there be light so that I may see the light and avoid the darkness,

see the road and avoid being lost, see the truth and avoid emptiness,

see the light and avoid death.  (St Augustine)

FIFTH SUNDAY

The slave of all (Second Reading)

The idea of slavery disgusts us.  St Paul proclaims that he is no one’s slave.  But he goes on to say that he has made himself the slave of everyone. Nobody is entitled to make another person a slave.  Human beings should be free.  But the very meaning of that freedom is to be able to give ourselves freely to other people, to love them, to put their interests before our own.

Jesus… has opened up new horizons closed to human reason by indicating that there is a certain similarity between the union existing among the divine persons and the union of God’s children in truth and love.  It follows, then, that... human beings… can fully discover their true selves only in sincere self-giving (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes 24 [The Church in the Modern World]).

SIXTH SUNDAY

Jesus stretched out and touched him (Gospel)

Jesus did something unheard of when he touched the leper.  It was an eloquent sign of what we celebrate in the Jubilee Year.  God has stretched out to touch our lives.  Christianity is not just about the human search for God.  It is about a God who comes to us.

Christ is thus the fulfilment of the yearning of all the world’s religions and, as such, he is their sole and definitive completion.  Just as God in Christ speaks to humanity of himself, so in Christ all humanity and the whole of creation speaks of itself to God – indeed it gives itself to God. (Pope John Paul, Tertio Millennio Adveniente 6).

SEVENTH SUNDAY

Who can forgive sins but God? (Gospel)

The Jubilee Year is a time for renewing our appreciation of the wonder of our faith. Many of the greatest philosophers of the ancient world never dared to believe in a God who cared about his creatures. We believe in a God who keeps seeking us even when we reject or ignore him, a God who will not call our sins to mind (First Reading).

The Church lives an authentic life when she professes and proclaims mercy – the most stupendous attribute of the Creator and Redeemer – and when she brings people close to the sources of the Saviour’s mercy of which she is the trustee and dispenser.  (Pope John Paul, Dives in Misericordia, 13).

EIGHTH SUNDAY

You are a letter from Christ (Second Reading)

The responsibility of making Christ known belongs to every Christian. If people cannot see the inspiration, the peace, the challenge of the Gospel in our lives, where will they see it? The world needs witnesses, not just teachers; it will listen to teachers only if they also bear witness to what they teach.

Let us suppose that (Christians) radiate in an altogether simple and unaffected way their faith in values that go beyond current values, and their hope in something that is not seen and that one would not dare to imagine.  Through this wordless witness these Christians stir up irresistible questions in the hearts of those who see how they live: Why are they like this? Why do they live in this way? Who or what is it that inspires them?  (Pope Paul VI Evangelii Nuntiandi 21).

NINTH SUNDAY

Observe the sabbath day (First Reading)

The Jubilee Year marks the anniversary of Christ’s birth.  God has entered time and made human history holy. That is why it is important for us to mark moments in time.  Sunday is a way of doing that. When the Jubilee is over, ‘Sunday will continue to mark the time of the Church’s pilgrimage, until that Sunday that knows no evening’ (Pope John Paul, Dies Domini, 87).

Blessed be he who has raised the great day of Sunday above all other days.  The heavens and the earth, angels and human beings give themselves over to joy (Maronite Catholic Liturgy).

FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT
A covenant for all generations (First Reading)

Lent is a journey towards sharing in the resurrection. On our journey we meet temptation and stray into sin.  That is why Jesus calls us to repent and to believe the Good News. The Gospel is good news because God’s love, once offered, is never withdrawn. We have only to turn around (repent) to find ourselves welcomed by that unchangingly generous love.

Mercy… as a perfection of the infinite God is also infinite.  Also infinite, therefore and inexhaustible is the Father’s readiness to receive the prodigal children who return to his home… No human sin can prevail over this power (of forgiveness) or even limit it.

(Pope John Paul, Dives in Misericordia [On the Mercy of God], 13)

SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT
He will not refuse anything he can give (Second Reading)

By asking Abraham to sacrifice his son and then providing a ram in his place, God did two things. He showed that Israel was not to offer human sacrifice like some surrounding peoples, and he foreshadowed the love by which his Son would offer his life for us.  When we listen to his beloved Son we are called to change our lives so that we can be ready to share in a love more generous and more glorious than we can imagine.

From now on we share in the Lord’s Resurrection through the Spirit who acts in the sacraments of the Body of Christ.  The Transfiguration gives us a foretaste of Christ’s glorious coming, when he ‘will change our lowly bodies to be like his glorious body’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church 556).

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
I brought you out of the house of slavery (First Reading)

We tend to think of the Commandments as a restriction on our freedom.  But, more fundamentally, ‘the precepts of the Lord… gladden the heart’ (Responsorial Psalm).  The commandments point to a life free from the sinfulness which dehumanises and harms us. That is why the sacrament of penance, which leads us back to that life and helps us to live it more fully, can bring such a sense of freedom and joy.

The Lord wishes above all to make us understand that the conversion demanded of us is by no means a backward step… It is rather a setting out, an advancement in true freedom and in joy. It is a response to an invitation coming from him – an invitation that is loving, respectful and pressing… “Come to me, all you who labour and are overburdened and I will give you rest (Pope Paul VI, On Christian Joy, 5).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
They prefer darkness to the light (Gospel)
It is part of any genuine repentance to acknowledge, put into words, the wrong we have done. We confess our sins, bringing them to the light of God’s forgiveness through the ministry of the Church. But confession means more than that. We acknowledge our sins, but, more importantly, we acknowledge and worship the merciful God who forgives our sins.

(Confession) is the act of the Prodigal Son who returns to his Father and is welcomed by him with the kiss of peace. It is an act of honesty and courage.  It is an act of entrusting oneself, beyond sin, to the mercy that forgives (Pope John Paul, Reconciliation and Penance, 31).

FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT
Deep within them I will plant my Law (First Reading)

We find confession difficult. It ‘goes against the grain’. So does any apology when we have offended someone who means a lot to us. But when we do apologise and are forgiven, we realise that this was what we really wanted all along.  In this, as in everything else, the law of God is not an alien imposition, it is written in the depths of our hearts.

Joy has vanished from our hearts; our dancing has turned into mourning. The crown has fallen from our heads. Alas that we ever sinned! …

Make us come back to you, Yahweh, and we will come back.

Restore us as we were before (Lam 5:15,16,21).

PASSION (PALM) SUNDAY
I shall go before you to Galilee (Gospel)

The triumphal entry with palms and hosannas contrasts with the agony of the passion.  Yet the journey to Jerusalem and Calvary is a triumphal journey. It is the journey to the Resurrection. Jesus triumphs over sin and death. The centurion who watched him die recognised him as Son of God.  This is the triumph that conquers our sins in the sacrament of penance, the triumph that conquers everything we fear, even our death.

My Saviour, you took on my human condition so that I might take on yours. You freely suffered so that I might overcome my sufferings. Your death gave me life. You were placed in a tomb and gave me paradise for my home (Sixth century prayer).

EASTER SUNDAY

We have eaten and drunk with him (First Reading, Day Mass)

When Peter saw the empty tomb, he went back home amazed (Gospel, Vigil Mass). The truths of faith can become too familiar; we can fail to be amazed. We need to recognise the freshness and immediacy of the truth. When we call the Eucharist a ‘memorial, we mean that, in it, the death and resurrection of Jesus touch our lives here and now.

A memorial is a sacred gateway into living communion with God in his work for our salvation.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, ‘the Church’s living memory’, the saving events of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ are recalled and made powerfully present for us (One Bread, One Body).

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

None of their members was ever in want (First Reading)

The Eucharist is an anticipation of the eternal feast where people of every race and time will gather as members of one family.  To be true and logical, our participation in the Eucharist has to involve “welcoming, sharing exchanging, going beyond barriers… transforming of our social milieu in structures and in spirit” (John Paul II).

My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favouritism really believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? For if a person with gold rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly and a person in dirty clothes also comes in, and if you take notice of the well-dressed one... while to the one who is poor you say, ‘Stand over there’… have you not made distinctions among yourselves and used a corrupt standard? (James 2:1-4)

THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER

Peace be with you (Gospel)

The peace Jesus promised is based on the love of his Father, which is stronger than any evil. By his resurrection he entered the new creation where there is no more conflict or suffering. So, when the risen Jesus stood among them, perfect peace was indeed with them. When he is among us at the celebration of the Eucharist we are in the presence of the peace for which we hope. 

As this broken bread was scattered on the mountains and, having been gathered together became one, so gather your Church from the ends of the earth into your kingdom.  For yours is the glory and the power through Jesus Christ forever (Didache, 140 AD).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

What we are to be in the future (Second Reading)

In every Mass, we join in the unending hymn of praise sung by the angels and saints. We say that we are waiting “in joyful hope for the coming of our Saviour”.  The Eucharist is a great prayer of thanksgiving and of hope. It brings us into the presence of the new heaven and earth whose happiness will surpass all our desires.

Christ left his followers a pledge of this hope and food for the journey in the sacrament of faith in which natural elements, the fruit of human cultivation, are changed into his glorified Body and Blood, as a supper of brotherly and sisterly communion and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes 38).

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

National Day of Pilgrimage
Remain part of the vine (Gospel)

Today’s Jubilee Celebration of Faith will gather people from every parish. The family of the diocese will gather to celebrate the Eucharist.  We will remember that we are part of the much greater family of the whole Church down the centuries, in the diocese of Limerick and throughout the world.

The Church is most fully and visibly itself when it gathers for the Eucharist.  There the Church expresses what it already is by God’s gift, and what it must more truly become… This communion of the Church across continents and centuries is a communion in the Spirit, but ‘made flesh’ in a visible way, above all in the Eucharist… (One Bread, One Body 19)

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

No greater love (Gospel)

The crucifixion of Jesus was an act of injustice and brutality. He was completely free from evil, yet he was subjected to the most cruel punishment.  But he was not just a victim; he freely accepted his death; he sacrificed himself for us.  His death expresses the love greater than which no one has, the love we celebrate in the Eucharist.

In Christ, priesthood is linked with his sacrifice, his self-giving to the Father; and, precisely because it is without limit, that self-giving gives rise in us… to the need to turn to God in an ever more mature way and with a constant, ever more profound, conversion (John Paul II, Redemptor Hominis 20).

ASCENSION OF THE LORD

World Communications Day
Go out to the whole world (Gospel)

The liturgy of the word and the eucharistic liturgy form one single act of worship.  We are nourished by the bread of life “taken from the one table of God’s Word and Christ’s Body” (Catechism of the Catholic Church 103). Having been nourished, we are sent out from the Mass to nourish others. Every Christian is meant to carry the word of God to the world.

In this definitive Word of his revelation [the incarnate Word] God has made himself known in the fullest possible way… This definitive self-revelation of God is the fundamental reason why the Church is missionary by her very nature (John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio 5)

PENTECOST

Filled with the Holy Spirit (First Reading)

Each Eucharistic Prayer has two prayers of invocation one before and one after the Consecration.  These are usually addressed specifically to the Holy Spirit.  The first prayer asks that bread and wine become for us the Body and Blood of Christ.  The second asks that we may be united as one body in Christ’s sacrifice (Catechism of the Catholic Church 1105).

And so, Father, we bring you these gifts. We ask you to make them holy by the power of your Spirit so that they may become the body and blood of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ… 

Grant that we who are nourished by his body and blood, may be filled with his Holy Spirit and become one body, one spirit in Christ (Third Eucharistic Prayer).

TRINITY SUNDAY

Was there ever a word so majestic? (First Reading)

Phrases like ‘this is the word of the Lord” become so familiar that we do not stop to think of the wonder that that implies.  God who is “three Persons, equal in majesty, undivided in splendour, yet one Lord, one God’ (Preface) speaks to us.  How often to we listen like people who realise that God, who made the universe, is talking to us?

When the scriptures are read in Church, God himself speaks to his people, and it is Christ, present in his word, who proclaims the Gospel (General Instruction on the Roman Missal).

THE BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST

The perfect sacrifice to God (Second Reading)

In the Mass we listen to God’s Word and are challenged by it. We receive the Body and Blood of Christ in Communion. But the very heart of the Mass is to make present to us the death and resurrection of Jesus. The Holy Spirit brings us into the presence of his great act of love for the Father and for us, in which his Body given up and his Blood poured out.

The Mass is the ultimate act of worship.  By our communion with the Risen Christ, we become one with him in his giving of himself to the Father.  Our lives are at one with his as he commends his spirit to the Father.  (One Bread One Body 34)

THIRTEENTH SUNDAY

Power went out from him (Gospel)

During his lifetime, Jesus cured many who were sick and raised some people who were dead. He did not do this to create a sensation: “He ordered them strictly not to let anyone know about it.”  He did it to show that the life he brings us is stronger than illness and stronger than death.

O Mary … grant that all who believe in your Son may proclaim the Gospel of life with honesty and love to the people of our time.  Obtain for them the grace to accept that Gospel as a gift ever new, the joy of celebrating it with gratitude… and the courage to bear witness to it resolutely. (Pope John Paul II, Evangelium Vitae 105).

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY
When I am weak, I am strong (Second Reading)

Looking back on 2000 years of Christianity, we see great saints and heroic martyrs.  We also remember that the faith was lived and passed on by very ordinary people, weak and harassed like ourselves. Jesus came to us in the ordinariness of human existence. The people of his hometown thought that he was too ordinary to be very important (Gospel). He came without pomp and splendour because God’s power is at its best when it is at work in weakness (Second Reading).

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness (Phil 2:5-7).

FIFTEENTH SUNDAY

Take nothing for the journey (Gospel)

On many of our journeys we expect everything to be arranged – flights and hotels and meals.  Jesus sends the disciples out with no preparation (Gospel). Amos had no preparation for being a prophet (First Reading).  In the journey of life, we can never really be prepared for the unexpected sorrows and opportunities that may be just around the corner. All we know is that God has chosen us and that the purpose of our journey is to be with Christ the head of all creation (Second Reading).

Our Lady of the Wayside,

for the love of the child within thine arms
take us by the hand for the rest of the road.
SIXTEENTH SUNDAY

Come away to some lonely place (Gospel)

Although his wish to go to a quiet place with them was frustrated (Gospel), Jesus taught his apostles the importance of making space for prayer. We need to take time to remember the truth celebrated in this Jubilee Year – that God has sent his Son to reconcile us to himself and to one another (Second Reading).

The Christians of the East turn to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit, living persons, tenderly present… But they perceive that one draws close to this presence above all by letting oneself be taught an adoring silence, for at the culmination of the knowledge and experience of God is his absolute transcendence (Pope John Paul, Orientale Lumen, 16).

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY

What is that among so many? (Gospel)

There were twelve hampers of bread left over after the crowd had eaten. When Jesus turned water into wine at Cana, it was not a few bottles, but about 150 gallons (Jn 2:6). Both miracles point towards the Eucharist. Both reveal the boundless generosity of God, beyond anything we could have expected. In the Eucharist we receive that unlimited generosity.

Almighty Lord, you have created all things for the glory of your name and have given us food and drink for our enjoyment so that we may thank you. You have also given us spiritual food and drink, and eternal life, through your Son. Above all we thank you because of your great power.  Glory to you for ever. (Didache 2nd Century).

TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD

It is wonderful for us to be here (Gospel)

The Apostles saw his glory so that they would not lose faith when Jesus suffered his passion. The Father tells them to listen to Jesus, his Son. In the Mass, we too are in the presence of the glorious Christ, we too are strengthened by that presence and by his words so that we will not lose faith on our journey.

The Father knows the Son in endless glory; as for us, we know him in the shadows of faith whilst awaiting the light of eternity.  The Father declares that the Babe of Bethlehem, the Youth of Nazareth, the Preacher of Judea, the Victim of Calvary is his Son, his Well-beloved Son; our faith is to believe this (Dom Columba Marmion, Christ in his Mysteries). 

NINETEENTH SUNDAY

Strengthened by that food (First Reading)

We all know the feeling expressed by Elijah, ‘Lord I have had enough’ (1st Reading).  Our celebration of the Eucharist responds to that feeling in two ways. It brings us into the presence of Jesus who knew fear and weariness in the Garden, yet gave up his life to his Father for us. In the Eucharist, the same Jesus gives himself to us as food for our journey.

You are blessed, God of holiness: you accompany us with love as we journey through life.

Blessed too is your Son Jesus Christ, who is present among us

and whose love gathers us together.

As once he did for his disciples,

Christ now opens the scriptures for us and breaks the bread
(Eucharistic Prayer for Various Needs and Occasions).

TWENTIETH SUNDAY

Come and eat my bread (First Reading)

Faced with a rich banquet, many of us would count the calories. The first hearers of today’s readings could never imagine the comfort that many of us experience. Perhaps they better grasped the wonder of Christ’s promise of himself as heavenly bread to satisfy our deepest longings.

God, you are my God, I pine for you;

my heart thirsts for you, 

my body longs for you,

as a land parched, weary and waterless. (Ps 63: 1)

TWENTY FIRST SUNDAY

Do you want to go away too? (Gospel)

Being a Christian is not a matter of drifting with the tide.  It demands a clear choice and a firm commitment.  Like Joshua in the First Reading, Jesus challenges people to choose.  There is no point in fooling oneself that the following of Christ is undemanding or easy.  It leads to Calvary.

Today I call heaven and earth to witness against you: I am offering you life or death, blessing or curse. Choose life, then, so that you and your descendants may live in the love of Yahweh your God, obeying his voice, holding fast to him, for in this your life consists (Dt 30: 20).

TWENTY SECOND SUNDAY

The message of truth (Second Reading)

On this Ordination Sunday in the diocese the readings speak of the Word of God. The priest is called by the Word, has to listen to it, preach it, and celebrate the presence of the Incarnate Word in the Eucharist and the other sacraments. With every Christian the priest is to do what the word tells us and not be a mere listener (Second Reading).

Prayer of a Priest

O Christ, you have given yourself to me. You have entrusted to me your body and blood.  You have confided to me the care of those souls who belong to you. I now wish to entrust myself to you; use me as you see fit (Dom Columba Marmion, who is being beatified today).

TWENTY THIRD SUNDAY

The eyes of the blind shall be opened (First Reading)

The message of Jesus is not just a piece of information to be filed away. It opens our eyes to a new truth, a ‘new creation’; it allows us to speak of realities that we know only because God reveals them to us.  In the celebration of the Eucharist, we encounter this new creation.

Come, adore this wondrous presence; bow to Christ, the source of grace!

Here is kept the ancient promise of God’s earthly dwelling place!

Sight is blind before God’s glory; faith alone may see his face.

(Hymn for the Feast of Corpus Christi)

TWENTY FOURTH SUNDAY

The way you think is not God’s way (Gospel)

With a rising standard of living for most people and with the extraordinary advances of medicine, we begin to imagine a life with no suffering. But such a life would leave no room for courage, for generosity, for forgiveness. Christ shows the way to the total defeat of suffering – but the way passes through Calvary.

Christ does not explain in the abstract the reasons for suffering, but before all else he says, “Follow me!”  Come! Take part through your suffering in this work of saving the world, a salvation achieved through my suffering! Through my Cross.  (Pope John Paul, Letter on Suffering)

TWENTY FIFTH SUNDAY

Last of all and servant of all  (Gospel)

The Gospels are full of paradoxes – the first will be last, the least will be the greatest, the meek will inherit the earth.  It is no paradox once one recognises the fundamental truth about human life.  The purpose of life is not to acquire things but to give oneself. “The measure you give will be the measure you get back”. (Lk 6: 38)

Reflection

… there is a certain similarity between the union existing among the divine persons and the union of God’s children in truth and love. It follows then that … human beings ... can fully discover their true selves only in sincere self-giving. (Vatican II, The Church in the Modern World 24)

TWENTY SIXTH SUNDAY

Your wealth is all rotting (Second Reading)

Today’s readings put it very strongly. It would be better to cut off one’s own limbs than to be thrown into hell. What matters is not to have wealth and luxury, which are passing, but how we treat each other. Real prophets are those whose priorities are right because they recognise Jesus always present  -- as he is especially in the Eucharist.

(We have a duty) to make the Eucharist the place where… the last are the first in the minds and attention of the brethren, where Christ himself – through the generous gifts from the rich to the very poor – may somehow prolong in time the miracle of the loaves (Pope John Paul, Dies Domini 71).

TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY

The two become one body (Gospel)

The sacrament of marriage is one of the most eloquent signs of the love between Christ and his Church. He became one with us; he gave himself, even his life, out of love for us; he loves us with a love that never gives up, a love that is always ready to forgive.  When that love grows among the members of a family it spreads the love of Christ in the world.

Father… to reveal your loving design you made the union of man and wife a sign of the covenant between you and your people; through the sacrament of marriage you perfect this union and make it now a sign of Christ’s love for his bride the Church (Nuptial Blessing).

TWENTY EIGHTH SUNDAY

What must I do? (Gospel)

The rich young man’s question, as Pope John Paul pointed out, is not just about rules but about ‘the full meaning of life’. God’s invitation addresses our deepest longings and our highest ideals. We are called to live with him forever. That invitation reveals the full meaning of life. The purpose of rules and commandments is to guide that response. 

This (young man’s) question is ultimately an appeal to the absolute Good which attracts us and beckons us; it is the echo of a call from God who is the origin and goal of human life (John Paul II, The Splendour of the Truth, 7).

TWENTY NINTH SUNDAY

Mission Sunday
Not to be served but to serve (Gospel)

The whole Christian community is meant to be missionary, to show the world a new way of living. This does not mean imposing the Gospel on others. The Church is to walk like Christ in service and self-sacrifice, helping people to see the truth about themselves and about their lives.  

All people are searching for the Good News, albeit at times in a confused way, and have a right to know the value of this gift… The Church and every individual Christian… may not keep hidden or monopolize this newness… which has been received from God’s bounty in order to be communicated to all mankind (John Paul II, Redemptoris Missio 11).

THIRTIETH SUNDAY

Master, let me see again (Gospel)

Christ reveals the light of truth. Simeon said in the Temple that the Lord could let him go in peace, because he had now seen God’s salvation.  In the Eucharist, we come into the presence that filled Simeon with wonder. How alive is our sense of wonder? Do our eyes need to be opened?

Blessed are your eyes because they see, your ears because they hear. In truth I tell you, many prophets and upright people longed to see what you see, and never saw it; to hear what you hear, and never heard it (Mt 13:16f).

THIRTY FIRST SUNDAY

The first of all the commandments (First Reading, Gospel)

Sometimes people approach religion as if it were primarily a matter of obeying rules.  St Paul told us very bluntly that we can do all the right things, but, if we have not love, it will do us no good at all (I Cor 13).   What comes first is the love of God for us, and our love for God – that is what gives meaning to the commandments.

The Commandments properly so-called come in the second place: they express the implications of belonging to God through the establishment of the covenant.  Moral existence is a response to the Lord’s loving initiative (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2062).

THIRTY SECOND SUNDAY

This poor widow has put in more (Gospel)

The ‘arithmetic’ of the New Testament does not follow the ordinary rules. Jesus does not simply say that the widow did her best; he says that she put in more than the others.  In a world which tends to value everything in terms of money, that statement should make us reflect on whether we look first at wealth and influence and status, or at the person.

Economic activity can indeed be brought to serve the good of the whole person and of every person, but if a society neglects the virtues of justice and charity, respect for the integrity of creation and temperance, it is difficult to see how it will (Irish Bishops, Prosperity with a Purpose 138).

THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY

The Son of Man coming in the clouds (Gospel)

There is a great deal in life which is unfair. Even the best human attempts to promote justice sometimes fail. But perfect justice will be revealed when Christ comes again. Then all those who are wronged will be vindicated and all the evil we have done will be seen in its true colours.

Then, through his Son Jesus Christ, (the Father) will pronounce the final word on all history. We shall know the ultimate meaning of the whole work of creation and of the entire economy of salvation, and understand the marvellous ways by which his Providence led everything towards its final end (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1041).

CHRIST THE KING

Are you the King of the Jews? (Gospel)

Pilate asks Jesus who he is. When over two million young people met the Pope in August, he asked them two questions: “Who have you come here to find?”  The only answer to that, he said, is ‘Jesus Christ’.  Then he posed the question Jesus put to the disciples; “Who do you say that I am?” They are the key questions for all of us.  Do we recognise Jesus, not just in words but in action, as the centre of creation and the goal of our lives.

It is Jesus in fact that you seek when you dream of happiness; he is waiting for you when nothing else you find satisfies you; he is the beauty to which you are so attracted; he provokes you with that thirst for fullness that will not let you settle for compromise… (John Paul II World Youth Day 2000).

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

I am going to fulfil the promise (First Reading)

Jesus speaks of the destruction of the world, nations in agony, the powers of heaven shaken (Gospel). Then, surprisingly, he says, “When these things begin to take place… hold your heads high, because your liberation is at hand.”  His promise is stronger than anything that can happen.  Waiting eagerly for the fulfilment of that promise is the very meaning of life.

Come, Lord Jesus, do not delay. Come, Lord Jesus, to visit us in peace. Come, our Saviour, desire of all the nations, show us your face and we shall be saved.  (Saint Augustine)

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Prepare a way for the Lord (Gospel)

As the Jubilee Year draws to a close, we may be tempted to feel that we can take things a bit more easily.  But God, who has begun the good work in us, still has to bring it to completion (Second Reading).  Following Christ is an unending effort, not because he is a harsh taskmaster but because what he offers us for is so great – all humanity will see his God’s salvation.

This one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind

and straining forward to what lies ahead,

I press on toward the goal

for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus (Phil 3:14,15)

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

So much greater than we can understand (Second Reading)

The optimist, in spite of all the indications, expects everything to turn out for the best. The pessimist, in spite of all the indications, expects disaster.  Hope is not about our expectations but about a fulfilment infinitely beyond our most extravagant expectations. We need to learn to put our hope in God whether times are good or bad.

Teach me to seek you; show yourself to those who seek you,

I can neither seek you if you do not teach me how,

nor find you unless you reveal yourself  (St Anselm).

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

[Christmas Eve]

Mary went as quickly as she could (Gospel)

Our preparation for Christmas is full of rushing around and things to be done. Mary’s preparation for the birth of Jesus was not that different; she went ‘as quickly as she could’ to be with her cousin.  The reason for all the effort is that we, like Mary, believe the promise (Gospel) and we want to celebrate it together. Our family life and our celebrations are made holy by Christ’s coming. 

Jesus made use of the most ordinary things of social life and illustrated his words with expressions and imagery from everyday life. He sanctified those human ties, above all family ties, which are the basis of social structures (Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes 32).

CHRISTMAS DAY

They shout for joy (First Reading)

We try to ensure that Christmas will be a happy time for children. But perhaps we should all approach the great feasts of our faith with more joy than we do.   The angel said to the shepherds, “I bring you news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the whole people (Gospel, Midnight Mass).  

No one is excluded from the joy brought by the Lord… The Blessed Virgin was the first to have received its announcement… and her Magnificat was already the exultant hymn of all the humble (Paul VI, On Christian Joy, 3).

THE HOLY FAMILY

We are already the children of God (Second Reading)

The poet Robert Frost said that ‘home is the place where, when you have to go there, they have to take you in’.  Home is the place where you belong.  Today’s feast tells us that we belong in God’s family with Jesus our Brother and Mary our Mother.

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, the just man, guard my soul before the God of glory, and help me in this valley of tears. Whether rising or sitting, awake or asleep, may I dwell with you always (Traditional Irish Prayer).

EPIPHANY

The nations come to your light (First Reading)

The closing of the Jubilee Year, after all the preparations, celebrations pilgrimages and local efforts is a moment for thanksgiving. But it is not a moment for resting on laurels. The Year closes on the Epiphany, when we celebrate the fact that Jesus is revealed as the light of the world – to the Magi, at the Jordan, at Cana. Now he calls us to reveal him to the world.

It is Jesus who stirs in you the desire to do something great with your lives, the will to follow an ideal, the refusal to allow yourselves to be ground down by mediocrity, the courage to commit yourselves humbly and patiently to improving yourselves and society, making the world more human… (JOHN PAUL II, Prayer Vigil, World Youth Day, August 2000).

**********************************************************************************************************

Close of the Jubilee year

**************************************************************************************
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